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Á Boko Haram suffered the biggest loss, 96 fighters 

were killed by security forces. Al-Shabaab and IS 

affiliates in Sinai lost one (1) militant each. 85 

militants from unidentified/unaffiliated groups 

also died. 

Á The 5 countries most affected by terrorism during 

the period are Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Mali, Egypt 

and Cameroon (In decreasing order).  

Á Countries of the Sahel region recorded 39 out of 

the 58 terrorist attacks. The region recorded a 

total of 282 deaths (166 civilians, 105 terrorists, 

11 security) including deaths from CT 

operations. This represents 70.25% of the total 

deaths for the period.  

Á Civilian, terrorists and military deaths in the 

Sahel represented 89.2%, 57.4% and 34.4% 

respectively of the total casualties in Africa.   

RECENT HIGH PROFILE INCIDENTS  

- 01 April 2019 in Arbinda, Soum, Burkina 

Faso. 32 people were killed and 9 kidnapped in 

terrorists attack. Subsequent intercommunal 

clashes resulted in 30 deaths. 

- 01 April 2019 in Zoaga, Boulgou, Burkina 

Faso. Assailants attacked the village near Ghana 

Border.  Eight persons were killed and four 

injured.  

- 06 April 2019 in Muna Dalti, Borno, Nigeria. 

Two female suicide bombers from Boko Haram 

blew themselves up in Muna Garage. 5 persons 

were killed, 46 injured.  

- 15 April 2019 in Bouhama, Lake Chad. Boko 

Haram attacked a military post. 7 soldiers were 

killed, and 1wounded.63 terrorists were also 

killed by security forces in a counter attack.   

Faced with the growing and sophisticated attacks, 

Security forces have remained responsive to the 

situation in the first half of April 2019. Beside 80 

terrorists eliminated during attacks, Deliberate CT 

operations resulted in the neutralization of 103 

members of terrorist groups. This includes 27 

terrorists killed by the Multi National Joint Task 

Forces (MNJTF) in the Lake Chad Basin area, 25 in 

Nigeria; 39 in Mali joint operation of FAMa and 

French operation Barkhane and 11 in the Sinai 

Peninsula of Egypt.  

 

 

QUICK HIGHLIGHTS  

Á The period under review recorded a total number 

of 58 terrorist attacks across the African continent.  

Á A total number of 401 terrorism-related deaths 

were recorded during the period. Out of this 

number, Counter-Terrorism operations accounted 

for 104 of the deaths while 297 deaths resulted 

from the 58 terrorist attacks. 

Á  A total of (186), out of the 401 terrorism-related 

deaths were civilians,183 were terrorists and 32 

Military/Security forces  

Á In 36 out of the 58 attacks, the terrorists used Small 

Arms and Light Weapons (SALW).  18 attacks 

involved the use of Improvised Explosive Devices 

(IEDs), three (3) kidnappings and one (1) attack 

was a combination of IEDs and SALW 

Á Three (3) cases of kidnapping were recorded. 2 

occurred in the Soum province of Burkina Faso 

and One (1) in Uganda.  In all, 14 people were 

taken hostage, including 2 Cuban Doctors 

abducted in Kenya. Two (2) out of 14 were 

released, and 12 remain in hostage. 

Á Whilst al-Shabaab used SALW in all their attacks, 

IS affiliates in Egypt and Libya used more IEDs. 

Boko Haram (Shekau faction), the Islamic State 

West Africa Province (ISWAP) and Islamic State 

in Greater Sahara (ISGS) used mainly SALW. 

Jamaat Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimeen (JNIM) 

used both IEDs and SALW for their attacks. 

Civilians were targeted in most of the attacks. 34 

of the attacks targeted civilians, 21 targeted 

security forces, 3 targeted International 

Organizations (MINUSMA) and One (1) targeted 

Government Institutions/Officials)  

Á Whilst most al-Shabaab attacks were against 

civilians, the attacks by ISWAP, JNIM and IS 

affiliates in Egypt (Sinai) and Libya were mainly 

against security forces. Al-Shabaab killed 3 

persons (2 civilians, 1 security) Boko Haram killed 

18 (5 civilians  13 Security); JNIM killed 1 

Security;  ISWAP killed 5 (3 civilians, 2 security); 

ISGS killed 4 (3 civilian, 1 Security) and IS 

affiliates killed 14 ( 6 civilians, 8 security). 

Unidentified groups killed 172 (166 civilians, 6 

Security personnel. 

 

SUMMARY  
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Objective: The objective of the Africa Terrorism Bulletin is to provide a fortnight assessment of terrorism and 

violent extremism situation and trends on the continent. This is aimed at providing African Union Member 

States up to date information on terrorism incidents and its related activities. The data for the analysis of this 

Bulletin, is limited to information stored in the ACSRT Database, collected in conformity with the definition 

of terrorist acts as defined by the 1999 OAU Convention on the Prevention and Combating of Terrorism. 

Database: The ACSRT maintains a robust database that stores information on terrorism, more specifically, 

on terrorist groups, their leaders and members, and activities and avails this information to the African Union 

Commission and the African Union Member States. Information for the Database is collected by the ACSRT 

Situation Room Team using the Africa Media Monitor (AMM) developed in collaboration with the European 

Union Commissionôs Joint Research Centre (JRC) for advanced web mining and information extraction. With 

the AMM, the Situation Room Team scans and accesses over 1400 websites 24/7 and retrieves real time 

information on terrorist incidents. The Centre also stores terrorism-related information received from Regional 

Economic Communities (RECs) and Regional Mechanisms (RMs) based on existing cooperation. The AU 

Continental Early Warning Situation-Room and reports from AU Field Missions and other field missions are 

also sources of information for the bulletin. 

Validation: To ensure credibility and reliability, the Centre validates all accessed terrorism incidents from the 

ACSRT Focal Points of the Member States. The Focal Points are the institutions in AU Members designated 

to collaborate and share terrorism and Counter-Terrorism related information with the ACSRT. In accordance 

with its mandate, the information validated by the ACSRT on the number of attacks, deaths and injuries 

recorded are considered as the official data for the ACSRT Database irrespective of other conflicting figures. 

 

 

The reported period, 1st to 15th April experienced a slight decline in the number of attacks from terrorist and 

violent extremist groups across the length and breadth of Africa. The areas most affected by terrorism and 

violent extremism for the period include the Sahel Region, Lake Chad Basin Area, the East and Horn of Africa, 

the North Africa as well as the Central Africa Region.  The situation in Southern Africa remained relatively 

stable for the period. Although collaborative efforts are delivering some effective preventative and 

countermeasure responses, terrorist and violent extremist organizations continue to hold considerable 

initiative. This is manifest in their capacity to continue to launch attacks and cause debilitating harm and 

destruction to security personnel, civilians and properties. Inter-communal violence, activities of armed 

bandits and militia groups also continued to destabilize safety, peace and security in a number of regions.   

Lake Chad Basin. Multi National Joint Task Force (MNJTF) preemptive attacks to degrade the capacity of 

Boko Haram and the Islamic State West African Province (ISWAP) appear to have accounted for the slight 

decline in terrorist activities for the period. In Chad, Boko Haram attacked a military post located in Bouhama 

killing 7 Chadian soldiers and injuring 15 others. The Military repulsed the attack killing 63 militants of BH. 

In Cameroon, MNJTF post located in the village of Ardebe, Far North region was attacked by BH killing 

three (3) Cameroonian soldiers and injuring 4 others. Separatists in the Anglophone region also carried out 

attacks in which 8 civilians were killed. In Nigeria, the Northeastern states of Borno and Yobe were attacked 

by BH and ISWAP.  On 1 April, ISWAP executed two (2) soldiers and three (3) civilians, whereas two female 

suicide bombers from Boko Haram blew themselves up on 6 April, killing 5 persons and injuring 46 others. 

However, the Nigerian Army successfully repulsed Boko Haram attack in Damaratu, Yobe and neutralized a 

number of militants from the group. Armed Banditry remained a significant threat to peace and stability in 

Northwestern States of Kaduna, Katsina and Zamfara. Armed Bandits killed 50 people on 7 April in Kaduna 

and 14 people in Katsina.  

THREAT UPDATE  

GENERAL INTRODUCTION  
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Sahel Belt of West Africa: The region recorded terrorist attacks from various jihadist groups. Boko Haram, 

JNIM and ISGS all carried out attacks against security forces, civilians, civilian installations and international 

organizations particularly, MINUSMA. In Burkina Faso, the security situation remained unstable for the 

period under review with neighboring countries such as Benin, Ghana and Togo facing a heightened threat of 

terrorist attacks. On 1 April, unidentified armed men carried out an attack in the town of Zoaga, located 2km 

north from (the) border with Ghana in which 8 civilians were killed. Both ISGS and JNIM claimed 

responsibility for attacks in the country. The threat of terrorism has also been exacerbated by rising inter-

communal violence. On 1 April, an attack carried out by Ansarul Islam, in which a religious leader was 

executed sparked inter-communal violence. The Arbinda town was attack in retaliation resulting in 62 deaths 

and 9 injuries.  In Mali, terrorist groups continue to use improvised explosives devices as a means of attack 

against FAMa operational vehicles and MINUSMA convoys. JNIM claimed responsibility for series of attacks 

targeting military and security forces.  Counter-terrorism operations, however gained momentum. The 

Operation Burkhane caused the neutralization of 35 terrorists in Dioura, Goako and Koro.  Attacks by BH in 

the Diffa region of Niger killed 3 security forces and injured 5.  

East and Horn of Africa . In Somalia, al-Shabaab continues to threaten safety, stability, peace and security. 

Although, counter-terrorism operations by AMISOM troops, US Africa Command and Somalia National 

Army (SNA) have resulted in the neutralization of substantial number of militants, the group continues to 

carry out devastating attacks against security forces and civilians in Somalia and bordering countries. 

Northeastern part of Kenya experienced an attack attributed to al-Shabaab. On 12 April, al-Shabaab attacked 

a police escort vehicle, killed a police officer and kidnapped two Cuban Doctors in Mandera town, near the 

border with Somalia. Thus far the doctors have not been found and no ransom demand has been made. In 

Uganda, armed men kidnapped an American woman and her driver at the Queen Elizabeth Park and 

demanded $500,000 for their release.   

North Africa and the Maghreb. In Egypt, on 9 April, a group considered to be an Islamic State affiliate 

launched an attack in the Northern Sinai settlement of Sheikh Zuweid. A 15-year-old suicide bomber blew 

himself up killing 4 policemen and 3 civilians. In Libya, Islamic State affiliate claimed responsibility for an 

attack in al-Fuqaha town, which killed 3 civilians. As at 15 April, 174 people had been killed and 758 injured. 

This is as results of clashes between forces loyal to Government of National Unity (GNA) under Prime 

Minister, Fayez al-Sarraj and those loyal to Libyan National Army (LNA) under the command of General 

Khalifa Hafter. The evolving situation, if persists could destabilize Southern Libya.  In Morocco, Preventative 

Counter-Terrorism efforts resulted in the destruction of a number of IS linked terroristsô cells and the detention 

of suspects. In Algeria, the dismantling by Security forces of terrorist cells as well as discovery and destruction 

of caches of arms and ammunition continued during the period.  

Central Africa. In the Central Africa Republic  (CAR), some of the armed groups who are signatories to the 

February 2019 Khartoum peace agreement, continue to launch attacks against civilians and government 

installations in the country thereby undermining the peace deal. On 4 April, a nurse was killed by unidentified 

armed men in Batangafo. In Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), a group of Mai-Mai fighters attacked 

Mukunto Plateau, Lubumbashi resulting in deaths and injuries to civilians.  
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Map 2: Map of Terrorism Incidents from 1st to 15th April  2019 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL TREND: TERRORISTS ATTACKS/COUNTER -TERRORISM 

RESPONSE 
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1. Total Terrorist Attacks: 58  

A total of 58 terrorism incidents including 3 cases of kidnapping were recorded from 1st to 15th April  2019.  

2. Terrorists Attacks by Region 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 

2. Means of Attack 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 

12%

10.5%

10.5%

67%

Figure 1: Terrorists Attacks by Region

Central Africa

East Africa

North Africa

West Africa

31%

62%

2%5%

Figure 2: Means of Attacks

Explosives

SALW

Mixed (IEDs & SALW)

Kidnapping

By Regions: 

ü Central Africa: 7  

ü East Africa: 6 

ü North Africa: 6 

ü West Africa: 39 

 

¶ West Africa recorded the 

highest number of terrorist 

attacks. A total of 39 attacks 

representing 67% occurred in 

the region.  

 

¶ Central Africa region recorded 

7 attacks, representing 12%. 

East Africa and North Africa 

recorded 6 attacks each 

representing 10.5%. No attack 

was recorded in Southern 

Africa for the period. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Means of Attacks: 

ü IEDs: 18 

ü SALW:  36 

ü Mixed (IEDs & SALW): 1 

ü Kidnapping: 3 

 

 
Á SALW recorded the highest 

means (62%) by which terrorist 

groups attack their targets. Also 

in 18 (31%), out of 58 attacks, 

terrorists used IEDs.3 cases of 

kidnapping were recorded.  



  

   

9 
 

3. Terrorist Groups and their Means of Attack 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 
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Figure 3: Groups and their Means of Attack 

IEDs SALW Mixed (IEDs & SALW) Kidnapping

ü Al Shabaab :  

¶ SALW: 5 
 

ü Boko Haram:  

¶ IEDs : 1 

¶ SALW: 4 

¶ Mixed (IEDs &SALW): 1 

 
 

ü ISWAP:  SALW: 1 
 

ü JNIM  : 

¶ IEDs : 1 

¶ SALW: 1 

 

ü ISGS :  

¶ SALW: 2 

 

ü IS affiliates in Egypt &  Libya : 

¶ IEDs : 3 

¶ SALW: 1 

ü Unidentified/Unaffiliated Groups :  

¶ IEDs : 13 

¶ SALW: 22 

¶ Kidnapping: 3 

 

 

Á In all 5 attacks carried out by al-Shabaab, the group used 

SALW.  

Á SALW continue to be the preferred means by which Boko 

Haram attacks. In 4, out of 6 attacks carried out by the group, 

SALW were used as a means of attack. Only 1 attack 

involved the use of IEDs, and the other attack involved use of 

both IEDs and SALW. 

Á ISWAP carried out one attack using SALW.  

Á JNIM used IED in one (1) attack ad SALW in another attack  

 

 

Á ISGS employed SALW in 2 attacks it carried out. 

Á IS affiliates used more IEDs. In 3 out of 4 attacks carried out 

by the group, IEDs were used. Only one (1) attack used 

SALW. 

Á Majority of attacks carried out by unidentified/unaffiliated 

groups used SALW. In 22, out of 38 attacks by such groups, 

SALW were used. 13 attacks involved IEDs and all three (3) 

cases of kidnapping were carried out by unaffiliated groups.  
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4. Primary Targets 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 

5. Terrorist Groups and Primary Targets 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 
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Figure 4: Primary Targets 
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Figure 5: Groups and the Primary Targets
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Primary Targets  

ü Security/Military Forces: 21 

ü Govt. Officials or Institutions: 1 

ü International Organaization : 3 

ü Civilians: 33 
 

Á 33 attacks representing 57 % 

targeted civilians. 

Á  21 of the attacks representing 36% 

targeted Security/Military Forces. 

Á 3 attacks representing 5% targeted 

International Orgs (MINUSMA) 

Á One (1) attack targeted Govt. 

Officials/ institutions. 

 

 

 



  

   

11 
 

Al-Shabaab: 6 

ü Military/Security  : 1 

ü Civilian s: 4 

Attacks by Al-Shabaab targeted more civilians (4). Only 

one attack targeted military/Security forces.   

Boko Haram: 6 

ü Military/Security  : 3 

ü Civilians: 3 

In 6 attacks carried out by Boko Haram, 3 targeted 

civilians and the other 3 targeted Security/Military. 

ISWAP : 1 

ü Military/Security  : 1 

ISWAP carried out 1 attack against Military/Security 

Forces  

JNIM: 2 

ü Military/Security  : 2 

JNIM carried out 2 attacks against Military/Security 

Forces. 

IS affiliates in Egypt & Libya: 4  

ü Military/Security  : 3 

ü Civilians:1 

IS affiliates carried out 3 attacks against Mil itary/Security 

Forces and One (1) attack against civilians. 

 

ISGS: 2 

ü Military/Security  : 1 

ü Civilians: 1 

ISGS carried out 2 attacks, one targeting civilians and the 

other targeting Military/Security Forces 

Unidentified/Unaffiliated Groups  : 38 

ü Military/Se curity  : 10 

ü International Org. (Military): 3  

ü Gov. Officials & institutions: 1 

ü Civilians: 24 

In attacks where no group claimed responsibility, civilians 

were mostly targeted. 24 out of 38 attacks by 

unidentified/unaffiliated groups targeted civilians, 10 

targeted Military/Security Forces, 3 targeted International 

organization (MINUSMA) , One (1) targeted Government 

institutions. 

 

 

 

6. Total Terrorism -related Deaths 

 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 

8%
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46.25%

Figure 6: Total Terrorism-Related 
Deaths

Security incl.
military

Terrorists

Civilians

Total Terrorism -related Deaths:  401 

ü Security/Military: 32 

ü Terrorists: 183 

ü Civilians: 186  

 

Á A total of 401 terrorism-related 

deaths were recorded within the 

period under review. 

Á Out of the number, 46.25% were 

civilians whereas 45.75% were 

members of terrorist groups. 8% of 

the deaths were Security/Military 

Forces. 
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Figure 7: Deaths Related to Terrorist Attacks and Deliberate CT Operations 

 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 
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Total Deaths CT Operations: 104 

ü Terrorists: 103 

ü Civilian: 1 

 

 

¶ CT Operations resulted in 103 deaths, and 

all were members of terrorist groups. 

Total Deaths from Terrorist Attacks: 297  

ü Security/Military: 32 

ü Terrorists: 80 

ü Civilians: 185 

 

 

¶ 297 out of the 400 terrorism-related deaths 

resulted from terrorist attacks. 

¶ Civilians suffered the most casualties of 

185 (62.3%) out of 297 deaths. 
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7. Terrorism -related Deaths by Region 

 

Table 1: Terrorism related deaths by region and category. 

 Central Africa: 87 East Africa:4 North Africa:28  West Africa:281 

Attacks CT Total Attacks CT Total Attacks CT Total Attacks CT Total 

Military/Sec. 10 0 10 1 0 1 10 0 10 11 0 11 

Civilians 12 0 12 2 0 2 6 0 6 165 1 166 

Terrorists  65 0 65 0 1 1 1 11 12 14 92 106 

 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 
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Figure 8: Total Deaths by Regions
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Figure 9: Attacks/CT Related Deaths by Regions

Attack Related Deaths CT Related Deaths

 

Á West Africa region recorded 

the highest number of 

terrorism-related deaths. 70% 

of deaths recorded within the 

period occurred in the region. 

 

Á 22%, 7% and 1% of all 

terrorism-related deaths 

within the period occurred in, 

Central, North and East 

Africa regions respectively.  

 

Á Southern Africa region did 

not record any terrorism 

incident for the period.  

 



  

   

14 
 

Figure 10: Regional Deaths by Category 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 

 

8. Deaths by Means of Attack 

    
Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 
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Figure 11: Deaths by Means of  Attack

SALW
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Mixed (IEDs &
SALW)

Deaths by Means of Attack 

ü IEDs: 27 

ü SALW: 188 

ü Mixed (IEDs & SALW): 2 

 

 

Á SALW accounted for 87% of 

the deaths occasioned by 

terrorists attack, whereas IEDs 

accounted for 12% of deaths 

related to terrorist attacks. 

Á 1% of the deaths were 

associated with the use of both 

IEDs & SALW.  

 

 

Á West Africa recorded the 

highest deaths. While 190 

persons died through terrorist 

attacks, 91 deaths in the 

region was associated with 

CT operations. 

Á Central Africa recorded 87 

deaths from terrorists attack. 

Á North Africa recorded 17 

death from terrorist attacks 

while CT operation 

accounted for 11 deaths. 

Á East Africa recorded 3 deaths 

related to terroristsô attacks 

while CT operation 

accounted for 1 death. 
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9. Attacks/Victims by Terrorist Groups  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12: Attacks/Victims by Terrorist groups 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 
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Vict ims Killed by Terrorist Groups: 229 

ü Al-Shabaab: 3 (2 Civilians; 1 Military ) 

ü Boko Haram: 18 (13 Military; 5 Civilians) 

ü JNIM: 1 (Military) 

ü ISWAP: 5 (2 Military; 3 Civilians) 

ü ISGS: 4 (3 civilians; 1 Military) 

ü IS affiliates in Egypt & Libya: 14 (8 

Military; 6 Civilians). 

ü Others: 172 (6 Military; 166 Civilians) 

 

Attacks by Terrorist Groups 

ü Al-Shabaab: 5 

ü Boko Haram: 6 

ü JNIM: 2 

ü ISGS: 2 

ü ISWAP: 1 

ü IS affiliates in Egypt & Libya: 4 

ü Unidentified/Unaffiliated Groups: 38 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Á Boko Haram carried out the highest number attacks (6). In their attacks, Boko Haram killed a total of 

18 persons (13 military, 5 civilians). 

Á Al-Shabaab carried out 5 attacks, killing a total of 3 persons (2 Civilians, 1 Military/Security forces). 

Á IS affiliates carried out 4 attacks, killing a total of 14 persons (6 civilians; 3 were killed in Sinai 

Peninsula and 3 killed in Libya, and 8 Military/Security forces; all killed in Sinai Peninsula ) 

Á JNIM conducted 2 attacks, killing one (1) Military/Security forces. 

Á ISGS conducted 2 attacks, killing 4 persons (3 civilians, one (1) Military/Security forces).  

Á ISWAP carried out 1 attack, killing 2 persons (one Security/Military forces and one Civilian). 

Á A total of 38 attacks were carried out by unidentified/unaffiliated groups. This resulted in 172 deaths 

comprising 166 Civilians and 6 Military/Security forces.  
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Figure 13: Category of Victims Killed by Terrorist Groups  

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 

10. Members of Terrorist Groups Killed  
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Members of Terrorists Groups Killed : 183 

ü Boko Haram: 96 

ü Al-Shabaab: 1 

ü IS affiliates in Egypt & Libya: 1 

ü Unidentified/Unaffiliated Groups :85 
 

Á Among the members of terrorist groups killed in counter- terrorism operations and combat missions, 

Boko Haram (Shekau faction) suffered the highest number of casualties. 96 fighters of the terrorist 

group were killed. 

Á 1 fighter of Al-Shabaab and 1 fighter of IS affiliates in Egypt (Sinai Peninsula) were also eliminated.  

Á 85 other terrorists killed belong to unidentified/unaffiliated groups.  
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Figure 14: Members of Terrorist Groups Killed 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 

 

11. Five Most Affected Countries 

Table 2: Five (5) Countries Most Affected 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019  
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B O K O  H A R A M A L-S H A B A B I S  A F F I L I A T E S  U N I D E N T I F I E D  G R O U P S

Members of Terrorist Group Killed

Country Total Attacks Total Deaths 

Related to 

Attacks 

Total injured  

Burkina Faso 14 83 6 

Nigeria 6 74 46 

Mali  17 16 6 

Egypt 4 13 2 

Cameroon 3 11 4 

Á Burkina Faso recorded the 

highest number of deaths (83), 

resulting from 14 attacks.  

Á Nigeria recorded 74 deaths from 

6 attacks.  

Á Mali recorded the highest 

number of attacks (17), resulting 

in 16 deaths. 

Á Egypt recorded 4 attacks, 

Cameroon recorded 3 attacks, 

resulting in 13 and 11 deaths 

respectively.  
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Figure 15: Five Most Affected Countries 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019  

 

 

12.  Most Fatal Terrorist Incidents 

Table 3: List of Most Fatal Terrorist Incidents 

N

o 

Country City Date  Group Deaths Description 

1 Burkina 

Faso 

Arbinda, 

Soum  

01/04/19 *NGCR 62 32 people were killed and 9 kidnapped in 

terrorists attack. Subsequent intercommunal 

clashes resulted in 30 additional deaths.    

2 Burkina 

FAso 

Zoaga, 

Boulgou,  

01/04/19 *NGCR 8 Assailants attacked a village near Ghana 

Border killing 8 civilians. Four people were 

also injured.  

3 Chad Bouhama, 

Lake Chad 

15/04/19 Boko 

Haram 

7 Assailants attacked a military post killing 7 

soldiers. 15 soldiers were wounded.  

4 Egypt Sheikh 

Zuweid, 

Northern 

Sinai 

09/04/19 IS 7 A 15-year-old suicide bomber blew himself 

up killing 4 policemen and 3 civilians 

5 Nigeria Muna 

Dalti, 

Borno 

06/04/19 Boko 

Haram 

5 Two female suicide bombers blew 

themselves up. 5 persons were killed, 46 

people injured 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019                           *No Group Claimed Responsibility             
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               Map 2: Map Showing Countries of the Sahel Region 

     
           Source: Adapted from World Atlas, 2017 

13. Total Attacks in the Sahel Region  

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 

67%

33%

Figure 16: Attacks in the Sahel

Sahel Region

Other Part of Africa

IN FOCUS THE SAHEL REGION  

Total Attacks in Africa: 58 

ü Sahel region: 39 

ü Other Parts of Africa: 19 

 

¶ Within the period under review, the 

Sahel region recorded a total 

number of 39 attacks representing 

67% of all the attacks in Africa. 

  

¶ Countries in the Sahel region that 

recorded attacks are Burkina Faso, 

Mali, Niger and Nigeria. 17 attacks 

occurred in Mali, 14 in Burkina 

Faso, 6 in Nigeria and 2 in Niger. 
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14. Means of Attack in the Sahel 

Figure 17: Means of Attack in the Sahel 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 
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Means of Attack in the Sahel 

ü SALW: 36 

¶ Sahel: 23 

¶ Other Parts of Africa: 13 

ü IED: 18 

¶ Sahel: 13 

¶ Other Parts of Africa: 5 

ü Kidnapping: 3 

¶ Sahel: 2 

¶ Other Parts of Africa: 1 

ü Mixed (IEDs & SALW): 1 

¶ Sahel: 1 

¶ Other Parts of Africa: 0 

 

 

¶ In the Sahel region, SALW remain the highest 

means by which terrorist groups attack their 

target. Out of a total of 36 attacks using SALW, 

the Sahel recorded 23.  

¶ The use of IEDs were also high in the Sahel 

region. 13 attacks in the Sahel used IEDs as 

against 5 in the rest of Africa. 

¶ The Sahel region also recorded 2 cases of 

kidnapping as against one (1) the rest of Africa. 

¶ The only attack involving the use of both SALW 

and IEDs happened in the Sahel. 
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15.  Total Deaths Recorded in the Sahel (Stretch) 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 

 

16. Deaths by Category of Actors in the Sahel Region 

 

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019 

70%

30%

Figure 18: Deaths in the Sahel Region
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Figure 19: Deaths by Category in the Sahel Region

Sahel Region Other Part of Africa

Total Deaths in Africa: 401 

ü Sahel Region: 282 

ü Other Parts of Africa: 119 

¶ 70% of the terrorism-related deaths 

recorded within the period under 

review occurred in the Sahel region 

as against 30% in the rest of Africa. 

¶ The countries in the Sahel where 

these deaths occurred were Burkina 

Faso, Mali, Niger and Nigeria. 

¶ Burkina Faso alone recorded 83 

deaths out of 281 deaths in Sahel. 

¶ Nigeria recorded 74, whereas Mali 

and Niger recorded 17 and 7 deaths 

respectively. 
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¶ The phenomenon of suspected terrorists and armed men kidnapping people featured prominently in 

the first half of April  2019.  

¶ Three (3) cases of kidnapping were recorded across Africa. A total of 14 persons were taken hostage 

in Burkina Faso, Kenya and Uganda. 

¶ Out of the 14 hostages, 2 people were released unhurt.  

¶ The Soum Province in Burkina Faso recorded 2 cases of kidnapping. On 1 April in Arbinda, a group 

of armed terrorists kidnapped 10 people and on 14 April, a government official was kidnapped by a 

group of armed men 

¶ Two (2) Cuban Doctors were abducted in the locality of Mandera in Kenya and still remain missing.  

¶ In Uganda, near the border with DRC, an American woman and her driver were abducted and the 

kidnappers demanded 500 000 USD in ransom for her release. Security Forces later rescued the two. 

 

Deaths by Category in the Sahel Region 

ü Security: 32 

¶ Sahel: 11 

¶ Other Parts of Africa: 21 

ü Civilians: 185 

¶ Sahel: 165 

¶ Other Parts of Africa: 20 

ü Terrorists: 183 

¶ Sahel: 105 

¶ Other Parts of Africa: 78 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Á 166 civilians representing 89% of all civilian 

deaths occurred in the Sahel Region as 

against 20 (11%) in the rest of Africa 

 

Á Majority of the Security/Military forces who 

died during the period were not from the 

Sahel. 11 Military/Security personnel (34%) 

were killed in the Sahel whereas 21 (66%) 

were killed in the rest of Africa. 

 

Á 105 (57%) members of terrorist groups were 

eliminated in the Sahel region as against 78 

(43%) in the rest of Africa.  

 

 

KIDNAPPINGS  
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Source: ACSRT Database, 2019        NB: The color codes show countries in regions where incidents were recorded CAR: Central African Republic                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

      DRC: Democratic Republic of Congo             Nd: Not determined     
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1 Cameroun - 3 - - - 3 - 8 4 - - - - 40 1 - - 2 

2 CAR - 1 - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 1 

3 Chad 1 1 - - - 7 63 2 15 - - - - - 1 - - 1 

4 DRC - 1 - - - - 2 1 - - - - - - - - - 1 

5 Kenya - 1 - - - 1 - - - - - 2 2 - 1 - - - 

6 Somalia - 4 - - - - 1 2 - - 4 - - 10 - - - 4 

 Uganda - - - 1  - - - - - - 2 2 8 - - - 1 

7 Algeria - - - - - - - - - - - - - 12 - - - - 

8 Egypt 3 1 - - - 10 12 3 2 - - - - - 4 - - - 

9 Libya 1 1 - - - - - 3 1 - - - - - 1 - - 1 

10 Morocco - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 - - - - 

11 Burkina Faso 1 11 - 2 - 3 5 80 2 - 4 10 - - 7 1 - 6 

12 Mali  11 6 - - - 3 39 14 5 - 1 - - 5 4 - 3 10 

13 Niger - 1 1 - - 3 4 - 5 - - - - - 1 - - 1 

14 Nigeria 1 5 - - - 2 57 72 - - 46 - - - 1 - - 5 

Sub-Total 18 36 1 3 - 32 183 186 34 0 55 14 4 79 21 1 3 33 

General Total 58 - 401 89 14 4 79 58 

15. Synthesis of Terrorism Incidents in Africa 

Table 3: Synthesis of Terrorism Incidents in Africa 

 

 

 

18. Synthesis of Terrorism Incidents in Africa 

Table 4: Synthesis of Terrorism Incidents in Africa 

 




