
nent in terms of 

peace and security. 

The Common Afri-

can Defense and 

Security Policy, 

adopted by our Un-

ion in 2004, has 

clearly defined 

what Africa’s secu-

rity and stability 

rests upon. The 

Policy emphasizes 

not only the tradi-

tional threats, such 

as intra‐state con-

flicts, but also non-

traditional threats 

emerging from a 

changing interna-

tional environment, 

including transna-

tional organized 

crime, ranging 

from arms, drugs 

and human traf-

ficking contraband, 

smuggling to pi-

racy and money 

laundering. 

Today, the impact 

of transnational 

organized crime is 

more evident than 

ever before. 

A 
t the 

6717th 

meeting 

of the Security 

Council, held on 

21 February 2012, 

in connection with 

the Council’s con-

sideration of the 

item entitled 

“Peace and Secu-

rity in Africa” with 

focus on “the im-

pact of the transna-

tional organized 

crime on peace, 

security and stabil-

ity in West Africa 

and the Sahel Re-

gion”, Ambassador 

Francisco Jose Ma-

deira, Special Rep-

resentative of the 

Chairperson of the 

AU Commission 

for Counter– Ter-

rorism Coopera-

tion, and Director 

of the ACSRT is-

sued the following 

statement on behalf 

of the Chairperson  

of the African Un-

ion, Dr. Jean Ping. 

 The Statement: 

Today’s debate is 

of particular rele-

vance to the efforts 

being made by the 

African Union to 

address the multi‐

faceted challenges 

facing the conti-

Security Council Open Debate on Peace and Security in 
Africa: The Impact of Transitional Organized Crime 
Peace, Security and Stability in West Africa and the 
Sahel Region.   
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that confronting crime 

is not only about patrol-

ling borders and waters 

– we should indeed 

commit ourselves to 

creating alternative eco-

nomic opportunities to 

the most vulnerable 

sections of our popula-

tion, in order to address 

the underlying condi-

tions that give rise to 

crime, poverty, envi-

ronmental degradation 

and social exclusion. 

 Over the past few 

years, various studies 

and research have been 

conducted and many 

more reports were writ-

ten on the growing 

threat of transnational 

organized crime in 

West Africa, the Sahel 

region and Africa as a 

whole. Now we need to 

start talking about what 

is it that we can do, in 

the spirit of shared re-

sponsibilities, to con-

front this menace. 

In Africa, efforts should 

focus on the implemen-

tation and effective fol-

low up to the numerous 

instruments that have 

been adopted. 

  

In view of these chal-

lenges, strong commit-

ment from all stake-

holders is an impera-

tive. 

In a globalized world, 

criminal networks span 

continents, and Africa 

is being affected by 

crime spill over from 

other regions. We can 

no longer afford to 

think in terms of na-

tional‐interests alone. 

We need to carefully 

envisage how we can 

best respond to internal 

and transnational 

threats. 

Over the past few years, 

West Africa, the Sahel 

region and the continent 

as a whole have under-

taken commendable 

efforts towards putting 

in place joint decision‐

making and operational 

mechanisms to combat 

crime, terrorism and 

piracy. Their efforts 

deserve the full support 

of the international 

community. 

 As recently as the 29th 

of January, at the initia-

tive of the African Un-

ion, Ministers and other 

Senior Officials of the 

countries of the Sahel 

region met in Addis 

Ababa to discuss com-

mon security chal-

lenges, on the basis of 

the report and recom-

mendations of the Joint 

AU‐UN Assessment 

Mission on the Impact 

of the Libyan Crisis on 

the Sahel that visited 

the region in December 

2011. I am pleased to 

inform you that, in a 

few week’s time, an 

experts’ level meeting 

will be convened by the 

African Union, in col-

laboration with United 

Nations, to agree on the 

required follow up 

measures. This will be 

followed by a meeting 

of the AU Peace and 

Security Council on the 

situation in the Sahel. 

 As we redouble our 

efforts to confront 

transnational crime, we 

need to enhance the ef-

fectiveness of our ac-

tion through institu-

tional building and re-

form. We equally need 

to strengthen the rule of 

law and accountability, 

in order to curb crime 

in a sustainable manner. 

We also need to realize 
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More alarmingly, crime 

is converging with other 

transnational threats, 

such as extremism and 

terrorism. Failure to ad-

dress these threats com-

prehensively, effectively 

and collectively puts at 

risk the very foundations 

of viable democratic 

states in Africa which 

our people have been 

striving for since inde-

pendence. 

The African continent is 

particularly vulnerable 

to transnational organ-

ized crime. Porous bor-

ders, weakened states 

institutions as a result of 

prolonged civil strife, 

poverty, environmental 

degradation and chal-

lenges to securing natu-

ral resources, are but a 

few of these vulnerabili-

ties. Response to these 

threats should therefore 

be comprehensive and 

multi‐dimensional. 

“Now we need to start 

talking about what is it 

that we can do, in the 

spirit of shared 

responsibilities, to 

confront this menace.” 
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activités criminelles; 

S’ils pouvaient bénéfi-

cier de formation dans 

des domaines spécifi-

ques, tels que la neutra-

lisation des explosifs et 

la protection des sites 

sensibles ; 

De la documentation 

concernant la proliféra-

tion des armes dans la 

région nord -africaine et 

du sahel ; 

La séance a duré 01 

heure et 15 mn et s’est 

terminée par un accord 

de la partie tunisienne 

de désigner un point 

focal capable de main-

tenir un contact perma-

nent et être le point de 

contact par excellence 

avec le CAERT. 

En conclusion, la réac-

tion du CAERT a été 

favorable à la demande 

tunisienne ou l’accord 

leur a été donné pour la 

participation aux pro-

grammes de formation 

initiés par le CAERT 

concernant les activités 

dans les domaines sui-

vants : 

La dé -radicalisation, 

(ou la Tunisie a ®t® 

conviée à cet événe-

ment qui se déroulera 

du 08 au 10 avril 2012),  

La protection des sites 

sensibles, 

Analyse du renseigne-

ment et évaluation, 

Formation judiciaire 

dans le domaine du 

contre-terrorisme 

Enfin, la convergence 

des vues et des aperçus  

nous a permis de déci-

der de rester en contact 

en permanence afin de 

consolider l’échange 

d’expérience et d’infor-

mation dans la lutte 

contre le terrorisme.  

   

 

 

 

U 
ne délégation 

tunisienne de 

haut niveau a 

effectuée une visite de 

travail au CAERT le 22 

mars 2012 dans le but de 

renforcer les relations 

entre l’Etat tunisien et le 

CAERT et de s’inspirer 

des meilleures pratiques 

pour le renforcement des 

capacités de lutte contre 

le terrorisme et ainsi tra-

cer la voie à une colla-

boration fructueuse entre 

la Tunisie et le Centre. 

Après une allocution de 

bienvenue par Dr Liess 

Boukra, le Directeur Ad-

joint du CAERT, Une 

brève présentation sur 

les activités et les diffé-

rentes formations prati-

ques et thématiques du 

CAERT a été faite par 

M. Ameur Dahmani.  

La délégation tunisienne 

a préféré établir un dia-

logue sincère et direct 

avec les cadres du Cen-

tre afin d’aller directe-

ment aux buts tracés 

pour cette réunion, à sa-

voir : 

Les accès à la base de 

Données du CAERT 

relative au terrorisme, 

groupes terroristes et 

22 mars 2012  

Visite de la d®l®gation tunisienne au Centre Africain dôEtudes et de 

Recherche sur le Terrorisme 



their respective geo-

graphical areas.  

The GCTF plays as a 

platform for the sharing 

of information, result-

ing from the activity of 

its 5 Work groups 

amongst UN and inter-

national, regional and 

sub regional organisa-

tions, involved in 

Counter Terrorism.  

The GCTF was founded 

in New York in Sep-

tember 2011. It com-

prises 29 member states 

from all continents, 

plus the EU. Its activity 

aims to strengthen and 

supplement the already 

existing international 

activities, by coordinat-

ing and helping to build 

appropriate response 

where required. Its co-

ordination committee is 

co-chaired by the USA 

and Turkey, and it com-

prises five workgroups: 

criminal justice and rule 

of law in counterterror-

ism, Prevention of vio-

lent extremism, Sahel 

region, Horn of Africa, 

gional organisations 

were represented. The 

African Union was rep-

resented by its African 

Centre for the Study 

and Research on Ter-

rorism, based in Al-

giers. The ACSRT/

African Union delegate, 

Colonel Christian Em-

manuel MOUAYA 

POUYI, Specialist on 

Alert ,  Prevention, 

Analysis, Studies and 

Publication, delivered 

two, herewith attached, 

statements on Counter-

Terrorism Capacity 

Building in the Sahara 

and Horn of Africa Re-

gions. 

Discussions focused on 

how to manage the rela-

tionship between the 

GCTF and the organisa-

tions actively taking 

part  in  counter -

terrorism, particularly 

the UN and the regional 

organisations.  

Participants admitted 

that to eliminate the 

breeding grounds of 

radicalism and terror-

ism, the strengthening 

of the rule of law and 

criminal prosecution, 

as well as the promo-

tion of peace, human 

rights and democracy 

and other national and 

international require-

ments have, amongst 

other taken measures, 

to be done equally and 

harmoniously under the 

guidance of the UN 

bodies in charge of 

countering terrorism 

and the UN Global 

Strategy.  

The international, re-

gional and sub regional 

bodies, in compliance 

with the UN bodies, 

supplement the CT ac-

tion,  considering the 

identified specific chal-

lenges and needs in 
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T 
he meeting was 

organised by the 

Federal Depart-

ment of Foreign Affairs 

(FDFA) of Switzerland. 

It aimed to enhance 

counter-terrorism coor-

dination and help to har-

monise activities of the 

various actors in the im-

plementation of the UN 

C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m 

Global Strategy, as well 

as to highlight the role 

played by the UN and 

the international, re-

gional and sub regional 

organisations in the fight 

against terrorism and 

other transnational 

criminal activities. 

About 100 experts from 

the GCTF's Member 

States, the UN, and 9 

regional and sub re-

The ACSRT took part in the meeting that gathered GCTF with 
the United Nations, and other international, regional and sub 
regional organisations, in Interlaken, Switzerland, on 23 and 
24 February 2012. 



dren, soldiers and mer-

cenaries with proven 

military skills to place 

fraught with political 

instability, institutional 

weaknesses, abject pov-

erty,  growing food cri-

sis, drought, diseases 

and helplessness. This 

cocktail is dangerously 

flammable. It has ag-

gravated the already 

explosive situation pre-

vailing on the ground 

and the resurgence of 

armed conflict in north-

ern Mali may just be 

one of its immediate 

consequences.   

The Sahel Region will, 

therefore, have to deal 

with additional terrorist 

fronts and, conse-

quently, with a likely 

increase in terrorist and 

criminal incidents in 

the region in the near 

future. 

With the regard to Ni-

geria, he said we are 

witnessing an escala-

tion of activities by 

Boko Haram with the 

view to destroying the 

laic state in this vast 

African continent over 

the past six months, 

saying that East Africa 

experienced significant 

terrorist activities car-

ried out mainly by Al-

shabaab. In this regard 

he pointed out that Al-

shabaab has formally 

joined the Al Qaida 

network, had lately se-

rous defeats. 

Ambassador Madeira 

also highlighted the 

situation in the Sahel 

region emphasizing se-

riousness of the fact 

that AL-Qaida in the 

Islamic MAGREB had 

been able to replenish 

its arsenals with  dan-

gerous weapons of dif-

ferent calibers and from 

different sources and 

origins, including those 

from Libya. He added 

that Al-Qaida terrorist 

activities continue to 

undermine   govern-

ance, tourist industry 

and economic and so-

cial development in the 

Sahel 

Ambassador Madeira 

made mission of the 

kidnapping at Rabouni, 

near Tindouf, last Octo-

ber, of three   humani-

tarian agents from 

Spain and Italy is a 

source of additional 

concern to us all. The 

kidnapping was re-

jected by AQMI. But 

MUJAO, a terrorist en-

tity which presents it-

self as dissident group 

from AQMI and until 

recently unknown to 

many of us, claimed 

responsibility for this 

act. Another Islamic 

group that goes by the 

name of Ansar Edin has  

emerged in the Sahel 

set up by Iyad Agghali, 

the leader of 1991 Tu-

areg rebellion.  

He added that the 

events in Libya did not 

just bring weapons of 

mass destruction and 

other dangerous weap-

ons of war into the re-

gion thus exacerbating 

the violent activity by 

the armed groups.  

They also brought dis-

possessed and destitute 

men, women and chil-
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U 
pon the invita-

tion of Mr 

Jorgen Gam-

melgaard , Danish 

Counter– Terrorism Co-

ordinator and Chair of 

the  (COTER)  Ambas-

s a d o r .  F r a n c i s c o 

Caetano Madeira, Spe-

cial Representative of 

the Chairperson of the 

AU Commission for 

Counter– Terrorism Co-

operation, and Director 

of the ACSRT visited 

the House of the Euro-

pean Union in Brussels,   

had a working lunch 

with Mr. Gilles de 

KEROCHOVE,  EU 

Counter-terrorism Coor-

dinator and addressed 

the participants of the 

COTER meeting. the 

following is the sum-

mary of his statement .  

Ambassador Madeira 

thanked the meeting for 

giving him this opportu-

nity to share experiences 

and analysis on terror-

ism with the partici-

pants. 

He briefed the meeting 

on the situation in the 

Brussels, 27th February 2012  

Statement by Ambassador Francisco Madeira at the EU Working 

Party on External Aspects of Counter Terrorism (COTER) Meeting  



continent is still lagging 

behind in this respect. 

In conclusion, he said, 

the African centre have 

identified as priority 

areas for our interven-

tion at this juncture to 

galvanize member 

states’ effort in organiz-

ing their counter terror-

ism institutions, to or-

ganize, on a regional 

basis, training in the 

areas of intelligence 

gathering and evalua-

tion, the judiciary and 

financial intelligence, 

the protection of critical 

infrastructures and sen-

sitive sites and the ef-

forts to protect commu-

nities and the youth 

from radicalization.   

The meetings in CO-

TER are attended by 

CT focal points in the 

27 EU Member States, 

the Commission, Euro-

pean External Action 

Service and the EU 

Counter Terrorism Co-

ordinator Mr. Gilles de 

Kerchove. 

  

  

 

January, at the initiative 

of the African Union, 

Ministers and other 

senior officials of the 

countries of the SA-

HEL region including 

Nigeria, met in Addis 

Ababa to discuss com-

mon security chal-

lenges on the basis of 

the report and recom-

mendations of the joint 

AU-UN mission on the 

impact of the Libyan 

crisis on the Sahel Re-

gion. The ministers of 

the Sahel clearly en-

dorsed the recommen-

dations of the UN-AU 

report. Recognizing as 

their responsibility to 

keep improving gov-

ernance and try to pro-

vide for their people, 

they pinpointed the 

need not to separate 

security from develop-

ment. They summa-

rized the priority needs 

for the region in the 

following way:   in-

creased capacity build-

ing, continued logistical 

support and sustained 

sharing of quality op-

erational intelligence. 

The EU, in its counter 

terrorism strategy for 

the Sahel has also iden-

tified the need to link 

and balance security 

measures and develop-

ment programs as an 

absolute requirement.  

The African Centre for 

the study and research 

on terrorism has visited 

the five regions of our 

continent and came 

across a stark coinci-

dence in terms of vul-

nerabilities of member 

states and the type of 

remedy required to cur-

ing them. 

He stressed that the 

considerable external 

assistance, financial, 

material and in terms of 

long term sustained ca-

pacity building are es-

sential to help the vul-

nerable countries.  

The Sahel countries 

have approved a num-

ber of documents 

which, together can be 

viewed as a regional 

strategy.  ECOWAS 

also has a more struc-

tured and comprehen-

sive draft  counter ter-

rorism strategy which 

already takes into con-

sideration  the four pil-

lars of the UN global 

counter terrorism strat-

egy. The rest of the 
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country, and replace it 

with a theocratic Islamic 

one. After lowering its 

activities in 2009, the 

group regained initiative 

in 2010 and since last 

year to date it has inten-

sified in an unprece-

dented manner, its vio-

lent actions.   

Regarding Central Af-

rica, he pointed out the 

criminal activities of the 

Lord Resistance Army 

in DRC, Central African 

Republic and South Su-

dan, and those perpe-

trated by other armed 

rebel groups against the 

civilian populations in 

the sub-region.  

In the area of collabora-

tion with other Interna-

tional Organizations he 

underscored the effort 

that exhorted by the AU, 

the UN, the EU the 

USA and the countries 

affected to combine syn-

ergies to root out LRA. 

The December UN-AU 

inter-agency mission 

report on the Sahel out-

lined most of the assis-

tance presently required 

for the Sahel region  

Ambassador Madeira 

said that on the 29th of 



25-27 janvier 2012 ¨ Bruxelles 

Forum Mondial sur la Lutte Contre le Trafic 

Illicite de Stupéfiants et les Menaces Liées. 

probl®matique de lô®-

change du renseigne-

ment, le renforcement 

des capacités , le déve-

loppement de pro-

grammes et de projets 

adaptés ainsi que la 

problématique du 

blanchiment de lôar-

gent de la drogue.  

Le forum de Bruxelles, 

s’inscrit dans l’urgence 

d’ordonnancer les ef-

forts, du renforcement 

de la coopération mu-

tuelle, d’améliorer l’é-

change de renseigne-

ments et d’optimiser 

l’utilisation de tous les 

outils et instruments 

disponibles tout en fai-

sant preuve d’un haut 

niveau d’éthique. 

Le forum était organisé 

sur trois journées qui 

ont été divisées en demi

-journées animées par 

des chefs de services ou 

de spécialistes dispo-

sant d'une grande expé-

rience en la matière. 

Lôapport du centre 

africain de recherche 

et d'études sur le ter-

rorisme (CAERT) du-

S 
ur invitation de 

l’Office Mondial 

des Douanes 

(OMD), le Centre Afri-

cain d’Etudes et de Re-

cherche sur le Terroris-

me, représenté par  M. 

Ameur DAHMANI, 

Chef d’unité base de 

données et documenta-

tion par intérim et Ad-

ministrateur des Ré-

seaux du CAERT, a 

pris part au forum mon-

dial sur le thème «  La 

lutte contre le trafic 

illicite de stupéfiants 

et les menaces liées » 

L'OMD a fait de la lutte 

contre le trafic des dro-

gues et des précurseurs 

chimiques, du blanchi-

ment d’argent et de la 

corruption ses priorités, 

répondant en cela aux 

préoccupations de ses 

177 membres, ainsi que 

de ses partenaires.  En 

effet, le trafic illicite de 

produits stupéfiants 

constitue l’un des 

grands fléaux du monde 

moderne et représente 

également l’une des 

sources de financement 

du terrorisme interna-

tional.  

L’analyse des données 

concernant les itinérai-

res, les moyens de 

transport et les person-

nes interpellées montre, 

outre la croissance rapi-

de du trafic de drogue 

et son étendue en ter-

mes de pays concernés 

que la réponse de la 

communauté internatio-

nale ne peut être que 

globale et coordonnée.  

Le principal objectif de 

ce Forum a permis de 

rassembler l’ensemble 

des acteurs «pays 

Membres et organisa-

tions internationales et 

régionales» en charge 

de la lutte contre les 

produits stupéfiants et 

précurseurs chimiques 

et des menaces liées 

pour échanger les meil-

leures pratiques et ex-

périences en cours. 

Cinq grands thèmes ont 

été retenus pour ces ate-

liers ; les tendances 

actuelles en matière de 

trafic de stupéfiants et 

menaces liées,  le ren-

forcement de la coopé-

ration régionale/

internationale et la 

 

« La lutte contre le trafic 

illicite de stupéfiants et les 

menaces liées  » 

Brigade canine: en 

demonstration de-

vant les participants 
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gues et les groupes ter-

roristes armés  et ren-

forcer la capacité des 

Etats engagés dans la 

lutte contre le trafic 

illicite de drogue, par 

des sessions de forma-

tions de policiers, de 

douaniers et de juges ; 

Mettre en place et en-

courager les canaux 

d’échanges d’informa-

tions et de renseigne-

ments relatifs aux au-

teurs de crime organisé 

avec les organismes de 

lutte telle que le 

CAERT via sa base de 

données relative au ter-

rorisme et crime organi-

sé ;  

Renforcer les capacités 

de contrôle et de sur-

veillance des institu-

tions financières et 

mettre en œuvre, une 

stratégie intégrant tous 

les facteurs de dévelop-

pement et les voies de 

coopération pour lutter 

contre les menaces pe-

sant sur la sécurité inté-

rieure et régionales des 

Etats ;    

Sur le plan sécuritaire,  

prévoir l’intégration 

régionale par la créa-

tion, sous un comman-

dement unifié, d’un 

mécanisme policier de 

prévention et de lutte 

contre la criminalité 

organisée transnationa-

le. 

le Secrétaire général 

de I'OMD, M. Kunio 

Mikuriya qui a souli-

gné que le problème de 

la drogue est de nature 

globale et constitue une 

grave menace sur la 

santé, la sécurité et le 

bien-être de l'humanité. 

Il a ajouté que I'OMD a 

fait de la lutte contre le 

trafic des drogues et des 

précurseurs chimiques, 

du blanchiment d'argent 

et de la corruption ses 

priorités, répondant en 

cela aux préoccupations 

de ses 177 membres, 

ainsi que de ses parte-

naires. Il a tenu à souli-

gner que ce forum est le 

premier événement or-

ganisé dans le cadre des 

célébrations du 60eme 

anniversaire de I'OMD, 

qu'il fait partie d'un en-

semble de manifesta-

tions inscrites tout au 

long de cette année au-

tour du thème de 2012 

sur la connectivité  

óôLes fronti¯res divi-

sent, les douanes rap-

prochentôô.  
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rant ce forum a ®t® sa-

lué par toute l’assistan-

ce, après une brève pré-

sentation du Centre, de 

ses activités et des ob-

jectifs qui lui sont assi-

gnés (renforcement des 

capacités de l'Union 

africaine dans le domai-

ne de la prévention et de 

la lutte contre le terroris-

me en Afrique, centrali-

sation et dissémination 

des informations, études 

et analyses relatives au 

terrorisme et aux grou-

pes terroristes qui évo-

luent dans la région et 

enfin formation des ex-

perts africain dans le 

domaine de la lutte 

contre le terrorisme), le 

représentant du CAERT 

a demandé une étroite 

coopération entre les 

organisations internatio-

nales, les Etats leaders, 

impliqués dans la lutte 

contre le trafic illicite de 

drogue et les pays Afri-

cains. Une série de re-

commandations a été 

faite pour consolider les 

efforts des Etats Afri-

cains chargé de la lutte 

contre cette forme de 

criminalité, à savoir:  

Accorder un intérêt par-

ticulier à la connexion 

entre les réseaux de dro-

Brigade canine: en 

demonstration de-

vant les participants 

óôLes fronti¯res 

divisent, les douanes 

rapprochentôô 

Brigade canine recherche de 

produits stupéfiants 


