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Panafricanisme : une strat®gie gagnante pour renforcer 
lôAfrique 
 
22 juin, 2016 

Confront®e ¨ des d®fis majeurs en mati¯re dô®ducation, sant®, gouvernance et envi-
ronnement, lôAfrique doit aujourdôhui plus que jamais rester unie. La coop®ration 
®troite entre Etats est indispensable ¨ la s®curit® et la prosp®rit® ®conomique du con-
tinent.Les performances ®conomiques de lôAfrique se sont maintenues en 2015, 
comme le signale le document sur les çPerspectives ®conomiques en Afrique 2016 
è, diffus® r®cemment par la Banque africaine de d®veloppement (BAD). Dôapr¯s ce 
rapport, le continent africain est la r®gion ®conomique du monde ayant enregistr® la 
deuxi¯me plus forte croissance en 2015, derri¯re lôAsie de lôEst. ç Les pays afri-
cains, parmi lesquels figurent des champions de la croissance mondiale, ont fait 
preuve dôune r®silience exceptionnelle face ¨ lôadversit® ®conomique internationale 
è, souligne la BAD. 
 
Mais elle garde une certaine prudence quant ¨ lôavenir et table sur une croissance ç 
modeste è ¨ 3,7 % en 2016 puis 4,5 % en 2017. Pour la BAD, le continent doit en-
core faire des efforts afin que cette r®silience se transforme en une am®lioration des 
conditions de vie des Africains. Elle plaide en particulier pour une intervention dy-
namique des pouvoir publics visant ¨ promouvoir une croissance plus rapide et in-
clusive. 
 
Jean-Fran­ois Daguzan : la n®cessit® dôune ç action concert®e è contre le terro-
risme 
 
Car si les chiffres de la croissance sont encourageants, ils ne sont pas suffisants. 
Comme le rappelait le ministre du commerce du Ghana, Eksow Spio-Garbrah, ç 
côest ¨ 7 % que les experts fixent la barre pour que lôAfrique commence ¨ absorber 
les millions de jeunes qui arrivent chaque ann®e sur le march® du travail et ¨ faire 
reculer de mani¯re significative une pauvret® qui demeure massive è. De nombreux 
pays africains sont trop d®pendants des mati¯res premi¯res et doivent engager une 
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v®ritable transformation de leur ®conomie par lôindustrialisation. LôAfrique doit ®ga-
lement faire face ¨ une fuite massive de capitaux. Du fait de complexes syst¯mes de 
surfacturation, lôargent tir® de lôexploitation des ressources naturelles prend trop en 
effet souvent la route de lô®tranger. 
 
La violence terroriste constitue ®galement un d®fi majeur pour le continent. La me-
nace du djihadisme plane d®sormais sur la presque totalit® des pays africains. Pour 
Jean-Fran­ois Daguzan, directeur adjoint de la Fondation pour la recherche strat®-
gique, ç la violence extr®miste islamiste forme d®sormais un continuum strat®gique 
africain de lôAtlantique ¨ la mer Rouge et au nord vers la M®diterran®e, avec d®sor-
mais la transversale saharo-sah®lienne comme fil conducteur è. Face ¨ cette situa-
tion, le renforcement de la coop®ration entre les Etats africains est indispensable. ç 
Lutter contre ce d®fi majeur demande d®sormais une analyse partag®e et une action 
concert®e è, soutient le chercheur. 
 
Guillaume Soro : il faut ç construire des politiques publiques en faveur des 
jeunes è 
 
Mais la r®ponse politique et sociale est ®galement n®cessaire. Comme lôaffirme 
Guillaume Soro, pr®sident de lôAssembl®e nationale ivoirienne, dans une interview 
accord®e au Point, ç il faut absolument, et de mani¯re crois®e, construire des poli-
tiques publiques en faveur des jeunes, de leur ®ducation, de leur formation, de leur 
int®gration harmonieuse dans le tissu ®conomique et social è afin de lutter contre la 
violence. Comme lui, de nombreux analystes et hommes politiques estiment que la 
r®ponse s®curitaire ne sôoppose pas aux strat®gies visant ¨ atteindre un d®veloppe-
ment ®conomique plus inclusif et une meilleure r®partition des fruits de la crois-
sance. Au contraire, la lutte contre la pauvret® participe pleinement de la lutte contre 
le terrorisme, qui se nourrit de la pr®carit® de la population. 
 
Or, pour le pr®sident de lôAssembl®e ivoirienne, lôint®gration ®conomique des pays 
africains est essentielle face ¨ lô®troitesse de leurs march®s et la faiblesse de leurs 
®conomies. ç Une union panafricaine permettra dôam®liorer consid®rablement notre 
capacit® de gestion int®gr®e de nos ressources, dôassurer notre ind®pendance ®nerg®-
tique et c®r®ali¯re et dôapporter ¨ nos populations des facilit®s de transport des per-
sonnes et des biens qui ont pour elles un nom sacr® : libert® è, clame Guillaume So-
ro. 
 
La t©che nôest pas simple. LôAfrique est constitu®e de plus de 50 Etats, sô®tend sur 
plus de 30 millions de Km2 et compte plus dôun milliard dôhabitants, soit pr¯s de 16 
% de la population mondiale. Une pluralit® qui interdit tout repli identitaire mais qui 
exige des strat®gies de d®veloppement ambitieuses et coh®rentes afin que les Afri-
cains puissent profiter pleinement des nombreuses richesses de leur continent. 
 
 
http://www.financialafrik.com/  
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Time to rethink the role of women in terrorism 

 

 

Itôs often assumed that women involved in terrorist acts are passive partici-
pants, even victims of domineering husbands and extremist ideologies. Recent 
case studies from Islamist militant groups around the world tell a different 
story. By JASMINE OPPERMAN and DANIEL LEBOWITZ. 

When it comes to analysing the role of women in terrorism, they are often por-
trayed as victims. They are seen as the prey of extremist propaganda, with little 
choice or different reasons for supporting an extremist ideology than those of men. 
However, a look at their roles in recent attacks in Europe and US presents a differ-
ent reality: female participation in attacks, directly or indirectly, is usually a matter 
of conviction, and demonstrates a willingness to engage in violence, full under-
standing of the consequences of their actions, and little empathy for the targets. 

The role of women in terrorist attacks varies from active participation in attacks to 
less direct involvement as couriers, financiers, propagandists, and trusted accom-
plices. 

Ironically, involvement in attacks, whether as part of an extremist cell or as partner 
to a ñlone wolfò attacker, allows the woman to gain the kind of gender equality 
often assumed to be lacking in traditional religious relationships. Empowerment is 
redefined in an extremist context. 

Africa is no exception. Boko Haramôs use of female suicide bombers is well rec-
orded, with women presumed to face less scrutiny in public places. On 4 July 
2014, the Nigerian military announced the arrest of three suspected female terror-
ists whom it accused of covertly recruiting females for the ñwomen wing of Boko 
Haramò. The three suspects, Hafsat Bako, Zainab Idris and Aisha Abubakar, were 
detained while travelling in Adamawa State. The arrested femalesô reported goal 
was to recruit more women into Boko Haram. Hafsat Bako was reportedly married 
to a member of Boko Haram, Usman Bako, who was killed by the military. 
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On 3 May 2016, Kenyaôs Inspector-General of Police, Joseph Boinnet, announced 
that members of an East African terror network with links to Islamic State had 
been arrested on 29 April 2016. The cell of medical interns, which included fe-
males, was, according to the Inspector-General, ñplanning large-scale attacks akin 
to the Westgate Mall attack with the intention of killing innocent Kenyansò. They 
also planned to use their medical ñexpertiseò to use the pathogen anthrax in a bio-
logical terror operation. The cell members are also accused of involvement in the 
radicalisation and recruitment of university students and other Kenyan youth as 
well as facilitating Kenyans to join Islamic State in Libya and Syria. 

In the US, Tashfeen Malik played a central role before, during and after the San 
Bernardino attack. She was raised in a conservative, religious household in both 
her native Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, and did not show signs of radicalisation until 
her college years. Before her marriage to Syed Farook in 2014 it was reported that 
they discussed jihadism and martyrdom. The couple stored pipe bombs in their 
home, and were capable marksmen due to frequent trips to shooting ranges. Prior 
to the attack on 2 December 2015, she reached out to Islamist groups online. Dur-
ing the attack, she opened fire first while her husband hesitated, according to wit-
nesses. In the ensuing car chase and prior to her death, she pledged allegiance to 
Islamic State. 

Most recently, in the aftermath of the attack on an Orlando LGBTI club, details are 
emerging that shooter Omar Mateenôs wife may be complicit. It should be noted at 
this point that investigations are ongoing. From what we know, however, it seems 
that her role was one of loyal wife. She accompanied her husband while he pur-
chased ammunition, helped him scout Disney World as a potential target, and al-
legedly drove him to the Pulse nightclub a number of times prior to the attack. She 
texted him her love as the massacre unfolded. When questioned by the FBI, she 
gave conflicting accounts of what Mateen planned the day of the mass shooting. 
The couple were married in 2011 and have a three-year-old son. Like Malik, Sal-
man was raised in a conservative Muslim household, though in a small town in 
California. 

These case studies ï and there are plenty more ï show that women are by no 
means typical ñjihadi bridesò, a conception of submissive, sexualised wives whose 
sole job is to bear children, keep the house, and satisfy their mujahideen husbands 
(whether this conception is true even within the Islamic Stateôs Caliphate is de-
bateable). These women were either active participants in terrorist incidents, or at 
the very least auxiliary supporters of their significant otherôs plans. 

These women show that categorising female participation differently based on pre-
conceived gender roles is a mistake. Counter-terrorism policies therefore have to 
treat women as equally threatening to men when it comes to carrying out terrorist 
attacks. 

Interestingly, the Islamic State propaganda machine has already reached that point. 
Its spin doctors make no distinction between men and women when they call for 
terrorist attacks in the wider world. Neither should we. DM 

Jasmine Opperman is the Africa Director for the Terrorism, Research and Analy-
sis Consortium (TRAC). Daniel Lebowitz is a research associate at TRAC. 

Photo: A man lights a candle for the victims of a mass shooting at a gay nightclub 
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in Orlando, Florida, USA, outside the US embassy in Bangkok, Thailand, 13 June 
2016. EPA/DIEGO AZUBEL 
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Internet Security Firm: 'Cyber Jihad' Is Coming 
 
16 Jun 2016  
 

A magnifying glass is held in front of a computer screen in this picture illustration.  
 
Islamic terrorists are arming themselves with the technical tools and expertise to 
attack the online systems of Western companies and other infrastructure, warns a 
study from the Institute for Critical Infrastructure Technology. 
 
The goal of the report was to bring awareness to "a hyper-evolving threat," James 
Scott, ICIT co-founder and senior fellow, told CNBC. 
 
A large-scale attack could be just around the corner. "These guys have the money 
to go on hacker-for-hire forums and just start hiring hackers," he said. 
 
Much of the chatter on jihadi chat boards comes from Europeans and Americans, 
often social outcasts living vicariously through the online reputation of their han-
dle ð including disenfranchised teens or jailhouse Muslim converts turned radi-
cals, Scott said, CNBC reported. 
 
"They may not have strong coding skills, but they have access to Western institu-
tions and businesses and are looking to leverage that access to serve ISIS," CNBC 
reported. 
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"It is obvious that cyber jihadists use dark web forums for everything ð from dis-
cussing useful exploits and attack vectors, to gaining anonymity tips and learning 
the basics of hacking from the ISIS cyber help desk," he said. "Setting up properly 
layered attacks is incredibly easy even if one has a modest budget. All one needs is 
a target and a reason." 
 
Meanwhile, security experts issued yet another warning to back up the ICIT study's 
claim: 
 
A major underground marketplace acting like an eBay for criminals is selling ac-
cess to more than 70,000 compromised servers allowing buyers to carry out wide-
spread cyber-attacks around the world. 
 
Researchers at Kaspersky Lab, a global computer security firm based in Moscow, 
said the online forum appears to be run by a Russian speaking group. It offers ac-
cess to hacked computers owned by governments, companies and universities in 
173 countries, unbeknownst to the servers' legitimate owners, Reuters reported. 
Access goes for as little as $6 for a compromised server. Each comes pre-equipped 
with a variety of software to mount denial-of-service attacks on other networks, 
launch spam campaigns, illicitly manufacture bitcoin currency or compromise 
online or retail payment systems, the researchers said. 
 
Starting at $7, buyers can gain access to government servers in several countries, 
including interior and foreign ministries, commerce departments and several town 
halls, said Costin Raiu, director of Kaspersky's research and analysis team. 
 
He said the market might also be used to exploit hundreds of millions of old, stolen 
email credentials reported in recent months to be circulating in the criminal under-
ground. 
 
"Stolen credentials are just one aspect of the cybercrime business," Raiu told Reu-
ters in an interview. "In reality, there is a lot more going on in the underground. 
These things are all interconnected." 
 
The marketplace goes by the name xDedic. Dedic is short for dedicated, a term 
used in Russian online forums for a computer under remote control of a hacker and 
available for use by other parties. 
 
XDedic connects sellers of compromised servers with criminal buyers. The mar-
ket's owners take a 5 percent up-front fee on all money put into trading accounts, 
Raiu said. 
 
Kaspersky found the machines run remote desktop software widely used by net-
work administrators to provide technical support for Microsoft Windows users. Ac-
cess to servers with high capacity network connections may cost up to $15. 
 
Low prices, searchable feature lists that advertise attack capabilities, together with 
services to protect illicit users from becoming detected attract buyers from entry-
level cybercriminals to state-sponsored espionage groups. 
 
An unnamed Internet service provider in Europe alerted Kaspersky to the existence 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-cyber-marketplace-idUSKCN0Z117R
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of xDedic, Raiu said. 
 
High-profile targets include a U.S. aerospace firm, banks in the United States, Phil-
ippines, Kazakhstan, Jordan, Ghana, Cyprus, South Korea and Saudi Arabia, chemi-
cal firms in Singapore and Thailand and oil companies in China and the United Arab 
Emirates, Kaspersky found. 
 
(Newsmax wire services contributed to this report). 
 

http://www.newsmax.com/ 
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Seizing the Moment: From Early Warning to Early Action 

22 Jun 2016 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

After a period of relative calm, an upsurge of crises is testing the international sys-
tem, pitting major powers and regional players against one another and highlighting 
the weaknesses of preventive diplomacy. Governments and international organisa-
tions were taken by surprise by the Arab uprisings in 2011 and slow to react to crises 
in South Sudan and the Central African Republic (CAR) in the years that followed. 
Global and regional rivalries have weakened diplomacy over Syria, Ukraine and the 
South China Sea. Policymakers, stretched by the symptoms of this wave of instabil-
ity, including mass displacement and the spread of transnational terrorism, struggle 
to focus on conflict prevention. 

Yet, preventive diplomacy is not necessarily dead. The Iranian nuclear deal, pro-
gress toward peace in Colombia and the high-level push to avoid election-related 
chaos in Nigeria in 2015 have been reminders of what intensive international en-
gagement can deliver. If politicians, diplomats and international officials invest in 
key dimensions of early warning and early action ï analysing conflict dynamics 
closely, building sensitive political relationships in troubled countries and undertak-
ing complex ñframework diplomacyò with other powers to create political space for 
crisis management ï they still have a chance to avert or mitigate looming conflicts 
and ease existing wars. 

This report, drawing on Crisis Groupôs field-centred analysis and policy recommen-
dations from the past five years, sets out a broad strategic framework for preventive 
diplomacy. Its primary focus is on conflicts, like those in Ukraine and Syria, which 
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directly involve outside powers. While classical inter-state conflicts remain rare, in-
ternationalised civil wars are a leading source of regional and global frictions. Build-
ing frameworks to address both the internal and external tensions that shape them is 
likely to be a recurrent challenge for big powers, regional players and multilateral 
organisations in the years ahead. 

The first half of this report focuses on the internal drivers of recent and current cri-
ses. It argues that while it is exceedingly hard to identify specific triggers of future 
conflicts, it is possible to identify likely threats to peace and work out how they may 
play out if left unaddressed. It emphasises the need to understand the political di-
mensions of conflicts and, especially, the leaders and elites whose choices for or 
against violence are pivotal. Grasping how such leaders make these decisions is es-
sential for effective early warning, but it must be buttressed by much broader politi-
cal analysis covering, inter alia, the dynamics of ruling parties, opposition groups 
and civil society, not just at the national but at all levels of society. 

Building anticipatory relations with all these actors constitutes a bedrock for effec-
tive early action by outside partners, once a crisis looks set to break. It is impor-tant, 
too, to grasp the politics and strategies of militaries and internal security forces in 
cases such as Egypt, or of non-state armed groups in chaotic environments like Lib-
ya. The report also highlights the sources of many conflicts in countriesô marginal-
ised peripheral regions. Local rebellions in Yemen, Mali, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC), Pakistan and CAR, to name a few, have expanded unexpectedly 
and exponentially, causing widespread violence and overthrowing a number of gov-
ernments. 

A focus on the internal players in countries at risk must be complemented by efforts 
to engage and balance the interests of external actors, while recognising that the dis-
tinction between ñinternalò and ñexternalò actors is moot in many crises. In the Mid-
dle East and Central and West Africa, conflicts frequently flow across borders, and 
regional powers simultaneously fuel conflicts and position themselves as peacemak-
ers. Ethnic groups such as the Kurds in the Middle East straddle multiple countries, 
while organised criminal networks and transnational extremist groups are not re-
stricted to individual states. This means that experts engaged in early warning and 
early action must treat regional and wider international factors as integral to their 
conflict analysis and development of appropriate policy. 

The report goes on to look more closely at the varieties of ñframework diplomacyò 
that can facilitate the requisite engagement. In many crises it is necessary to look 
beyond established multilateral frameworks ï important though these can be ï and 
pull together case-specific groupings of states and institutions to manage a problem, 
or at least minimise frictions. Sometimes neither formal nor ad hoc inter-gov-ern-
mental arrangements will be suitable: back-channel diplomacy led by local ñinsider 
mediatorsò, specialised international NGOs or other actors may be the best initial 
way to handle looming tensions. 

The remainder of the report reviews the means available for directly engaging in 
conflicts as they escalate or in anticipation of their outbreak. It emphasises the need 
for inclusive approaches to political dialogue, meaning not only outreach to civil 
society, womenôs groups and other constructive forces, but also marginalised minor-
ities and armed groups ï including some highly controversial actors such as Islamist 
extremists. In addition to mediation and other diplomatic options such as deploying 



 

 

 

high-level envoys, tools include a range of coercive measures and incentives for 
peace. Coercive tools include diplomatic ñnaming and shamingò, threats of interna-
tional legal action in response to atrocities and the use of sanctions. All have signifi-
cant limitations and can worsen rather than alleviate crises if not well coordinated 
and aligned to a broader political strategy. 

At least equal caution should be applied to the use of force. As the Arab intervention 
in Yemen has underlined, like many interventions before it, military action can 
prove costly and counterproductive. This caution also applies to deployments of mil-
itary peace operations, which have become a standard part of international crisis 
management (especially in Africa) and increasingly tend toward more robust forms 
of peace enforcement. While such missions can and do save lives, they can also be-
come entangled in local conflicts, get bogged down in situations from which they 
have no exit strategy and become overly aligned with governments that do not al-
ways enjoy much popular support. 

Whatever direct or indirect means of engagement states use, they should set explicit 
and limited political goals and communicate these clearly to other actors (including 
their opponents) to avoid violence spiralling beyond control. While coercion may 
have a role to play in management of a specific crisis, it should be balanced with 
clear incentives for leaders, elites and their supporters to follow paths away from 
violence. These may include aid for post-crisis demobilisation, governance reforms 
and reconstruction. 

More strategically, the best peace incentives that outsiders may be able to offer are 
ideas and advice to actors in a crisis on how to structure mutually-beneficial ar-
rangements to share power and resources. In Libya, for example, the interest all 
sides ultimately have in a functioning energy sector could be a point of consensus 
even while political disputes create friction. 

No one group of analysts and forecasters is consistently right in its early warnings 
(Crisis Group included), and no early action strategy is foolproof. Tackling conflicts 
as they emerge and develop is an inherently chancy business, and governments and 
international organisations that engage in it inevitably risk failure. Nevertheless, ear-
ly, strategic, well-designed engagement predicated on the discipline of close analy-
sis, development of anticipatory relationships and framework diplomacy may help 
prevent conflict or limit its escalation. To the extent that their resources permit, gov-
ernments, regional bodies and international organisations should invest in four key 
areas: 

Knowledge and relationships. Policymakers, working directly or through others, 
should develop the closest possible knowledge of troubled countriesô polit-ical 
systems and cultivate channels for frank discussions with leaders, elites, secu-rity 
forces and civil society over the risks of crisis. ñEarly warningò should, in sum, 
rest not only on economic and other indicators of danger (although these are use-
ful), but also on in-depth political links with crucial actors. 

Framework diplomacy. Given the dangers of international and regional tensions 
exacerbating a crisis, policymakers should make early and concerted efforts to 
bring international players to the table to assess their interests, hear their analyses 
and develop common positions on how to act. This can take place in formal multi-
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lateral settings or ad hoc, but it is essential to choose mechanisms that enable real 
bargaining, resulting in frameworks for handling a conflict, rather than formal ex-
changes or public recriminations. 

Strategic planning and communication. It is easy for policymakers to stumble 
into crises without a clear grasp of what they aim to achieve. The constant need 
to make statements, launch initiatives and satisfy calls for action makes strategic 
thinking and planning difficult. It is crucial that governments and international 
organisations invest in laying out clear overall goals for engaging in crises and 
communicate these clearly both to the players involved in a conflict and other 
international actors with interests at stake. 

Creating pathways to peace. The ultimate goal of all this relationship-build-ing, 
framework diplomacy and strategic planning is not simply to guide early action, 
but to signal to the parties at the centre of a conflict that they can take paths to 
peace rather than wade into violence. Outside actors can rarely compel leaders 
and factions on the brink of conflict to step back. But if they are able to engage in 
well-informed political and diplomatic work and sketch out ideas for lasting 
peaceful solutions to a conflict, they may persuade their interlocutors to pause 
before escalating ï and perhaps follow an alternative political route that avoids, 
or at least limits, all-out violence. 

http://www.crisisgroup.org/ 
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Study: Militant Islamist attacks in Africa growing 

 

Getty Images 

By Kristina Wong - 06/27/16 03:40 PM EDT 

The number of militant Islamist attacks in Africa has more than quadrupled in just 
the past six years, according to new research published Monday.  

Militant Islamist attacks grew from just 171 across Africa in 2009, to 738 attacks in 
2015, according to new analysis by IHS Jane's Terrorism and Insurgency Centre.  

Deaths from the attacks have grown from 541 in 2009 to 4,600 fatalities ð an in-
crease of more than 750 percent. 

Experts say there are three new trends causing this rise: Collaboration between Boko 
Haram and the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS); competition between al Qaeda 
in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and ISIS for territory and recruits; and the continu-
ing resilience of al Qaeda's Somalia branch, al-Shabab.  

Since Boko Haram pledged allegiance to ISIS in March 2015, there has been an in-
crease in the number and lethality of suicide bombings in Nigeria and neighboring 
countries, said Matthew Henman, head of the Terrorism and Insurgency Centre.  

ADVERTISEMENT 

"The punitive nature of such violence and the calculatedly shocking use of young 
females as suicide bombers echoed key tactical and operational practices of the Is-
lamic State," he said. 

He also said the Nigerian terrorist group's propaganda immediately grew more so-
phisticated to match ISIS's.  

Henman also said there are multiple indications that ISIS has created links between 
its affiliates in Libya and West Africa and has sought to exploit longstanding smug-
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gling routes through the Sahel between North and West Africa.  

At the same time, Henman said a "revitalized" AQIM is seeking to outdo ISIS in 
West Africa, which could see violence spread to Senegal and Ghana.  

ñThe increased competition between the Islamic State and AQIM raises terrorism 
risks in West Africa and indicates that attack numbers are unfortunately likely to rise 
in the six month outlook,ò Henman said.  

ñThere is also a growing risk of further attacks in countries that have not previously 
been the target of militant Islamist violence, particularly Senegal and Ghana," he 
added. 

Meanwhile, al-Shabab has expanded its capabilities over 2015 and 2016 and has in-
creasingly begun attacking and overrunning African Union Mission in Somalia 
peacekeeper bases and inflicting substantial casualties, the research said.  

In May, U.S. forces called in an air strike after Ugandan soldiers they were advising 
as part of the African Union mission got into a firefight with about 15 to 20 al-
Shabab fighters. The airstrike killed five al-Shabab fighters, according to the Penta-
gon.  

The United States has about 50 military personnel inside Somalia and has repeat-
edly targeted the group and its leaders in recent months. 
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Assessing the Jihadist Threat in Egypt: The Sinai Peninsu-
la 
  
 JUNE 29, 2016  
 

Tactics used by the Islamist militancy in the Sinai Peninsula, which included this 

2015 bombing of a police station in El Arish, resemble an insurgency more than a 

terrorism campaign. (AFP/Getty Images) 

Forecast 

Í Sinai militancy will continue to look more like an insurgency than like tradi-

tional urban terrorism. 

Í The Egyptian government's heavy-handed tactics may be able to suppress the 

militant problem, but they will not be able to solve it. In fact, a military-only solu-

tion will perpetuate the problem of radicalization among Sinai residents. 
A comprehensive counterinsurgency approach will be needed to truly address 
the deep issues that make Sinai an ideal jihadist recruitment and operational 
area. 

Analysis 

The history of radical Islamism in Egypt is long and bloody. But in the past few 

years, the threat posed by Egyptian jihadists has reached new heights. Many of the 

country's jihadists, held captive under former President Hosni Mubarak, were freed 

during the revolution that led to his ouster in 2011. These militants went on to play 

a leading role in forming groups such as Ansar Beit al-Maqdis, which by late 2013 

had become the most active and deadly terrorist group in Egypt. 

 

Interactive: Terrorist Incidents: Egypt & the SinaiFREE 
Of course, any attempt to examine Egypt's militant threat must first acknowledge 

the vast difference between the threat environment on the Sinai Peninsula and that 

of mainland Egypt. The former is far more of an insurgency; Sinai militants em-

ploy hit-and-run attacks, ambushes, roadside bombings and indirect-fire attacks 

with rockets and mortars. By contrast, the militant threat on the mainland tends to 

more closely resemble urban terrorism. 

 

Much of the reason for this difference stems from the long history of tension be-

tween the government in Cairo and the Bedouin tribes inhabiting the peninsula. 

Strong tribal networks in Sinai have limited the government's control there, as 

haverestrictions placed on government forces allowed into the peninsula under the 

Camp David Accords. The Bedouins have a number of grievances, including alle-

gations that the government has not provided much-needed services or encouraged 

economic development in the territory. They also accuse the government of using 
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excessive force in response to the tribal uprisings engendered by those perceived 

shortcomings. The Egyptian government's often-harsh responses to dissent bear out 

those complaints and have helped make Bedouin tribes ripe recruiting grounds for 

jihadist groups. 

 INTERACTIVE 

 
 
The Rise of Ansar Beit al-Maqdis 
From 2004 to 2006, a violent campaign of suicide bombing attacks against tourist 

targets in Sinai shook resorts in Taba, Sharm el-Sheikh and Dahab. The group behind 

the attacks was mostly made up of radicalized local Bedouins who had been heavily 

influenced by the actions of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, so much so that they named 

their group Tawhid wa al-Jihad (Monotheism and Jihad) ð the name of al-Zarqawi's 

group before it adopted the al Qaeda in Iraq moniker in October 2004. 

 
The Egyptian government came down hard on Tawhid wa al-Jihad, killing many of 
its leaders and fighters. But the military response only suppressed the simmering mil-
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itant problem; it did not extinguish it. In the wake of Mubarak's overthrow, Sinai 
militancy again roared to life, giving rise to Ansar Beit al-Maqdis. Although the 
group used a new name, many of its members, especially those in Sinai, were veter-
ans of the defunct Tawhid wa al-Jihad. Initially, the group focused on Israel, con-
ducting a string of rocket attacks against Eilat from Sinai as well as a number of 
bombing attacks on natural gas pipelines running from Egypt to Israel. In 2012, 
however, the group beganassassinating tribal leaders in Sinai who were important 
mediators with the government. By removing them, the jihadists sought to deny the 
government a means to rein in jihadist activity on the peninsula. 

Following the July 2013 coup that overthrew former President Mohammed Morsi, a 
member of the Muslim Brotherhood, Ansar Beit al-Maqdis began to increasingly 
target Egyptian security forces. Though the group had conducted such attacks in late 
2012, they became much more frequent in 2013. Using roadside bombs, suicide ve-
hicle bombs, small arms and rockets, the group launched numerous attacks against 
buses transporting Egyptian security personnel. In January 2014, it shot down an 
Egyptian army helicopter in Sinai using an Igla-class, man-portable surface-to-air 
missile, presumably received from Libya. 

The Jihadist Schism 
After a schism developed between al Qaeda and the Islamic State in Iraq in 2013, 
and the Islamic State declared a caliphate in June 2014, many of Ansar Beit al-
Maqdis' members chose to ally themselves with the Islamic State. Some members of 
the militant group had previously traveled to Syria to fight alongside jihadists there 
who formed the core of the Islamic State. In November 2014, the group was accept-
ed as part of the Islamic State's Wilayat Sinai, or Sinai Province. But a capable por-
tion of Ansar Beit al-Maqdis, led by former Egyptian special operations forces of-
ficer Hisham Ashmawy and operating in the Egyptian mainland, did not break from 
al Qaeda. 

Ansar Beit al-Maqdis' propaganda operations had shown some similarity to those of 
the Islamic State before November 2014, but after that point they showed even 
more, indicating close collaboration between the two organizations. Their coopera-
tion also began to manifest itself in the Wilayat Sinai's battlefield tactics. For exam-
ple, on July 1, 2015, the group launched a large-scale attack on the northern Sinai 
town of Sheikh Zuweid, using hybrid tactics that combined suicide bombings with 
an armed assault by a large number of gunmen. Those tactics were similar to the 
ones employed by the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria to successfully overrun defens-
es and capture military bases and cities. Although the assault on Sheikh Zuweid was 
eventually repelled, resulting in heavy losses for Wilayat Sinai, it nonetheless sig-
naled the danger posed by the group. Not long after the Sheikh Zuweid incident, 
Wilayat Sinai claimed responsibility for an attack against an Egyptian navy patrol 
boat near Rafah using an anti-tank guided missile. Then, in October 2015, it also 
claimed credit for the bombing of Metrojet Flight 9268 shortly after it took off from 
the Sharm el-Sheikh airport in southern Sinai. 
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Wilayat Sinai's attempts to capture and hold territory in the peninsula have been un-

successful, and it has suffered heavy casualties in its attacks against Egyptian mili-

tary and security forces. It nevertheless retains the ability to conduct frequent attacks 

against security forces and checkpoints. But its tactics have shifted back toward em-

ploying roadside bombs and occasional hit-and-run attacks with small units, limiting 

the group's losses and permitting it to sustain operations for longer. 

 

Efforts have been made on the peninsula, which has long been a corridor for smug-

gling weapons to Palestinian militant groups in the Gaza Strip, to stop the flow of 

weapons from Libya to Wilayat Sinai. But militants do not need external sources of 

weapons to cause mayhem in Sinai. There are large uncleared minefields in the area 

left over from the wars between Egypt and Israel. Though the mines are now an-

tiques, they nonetheless provide Wilayat Sinai bombmakers with a valuable source 

of military-grade high explosives. One dismantled anti-tank mine can provide more 

than 5 kilograms (11 pounds) of TNT. 

 

Wilayat Sinai also has conducted armed assaults and indirect-fire attacks against the 

Multinational Force and Observers base in Sinai. The assaults have led to the closure 

of some smaller outposts and a reduction of the number of personnel posted there. 

Wilayat Sinai's attacks have also reduced tourism in Sinai, an important source of 

revenue for Egypt's economy and jobs for the peninsula's residents. 

 

The Egyptian military frequently trumpets the number of Wilayat Sinai militants it 

kills, a list that includes several prominent group leaders, but it is unlikely that Cairo 

will be able to kill its way out of this problem. As in previous waves of Sinai mili-

tancy, Egypt's heavy-handed response may actually serve to radicalize more young 



 

 

 

Bedouin men. Until the Egyptian government begins to address problems in Sinai 

using a more comprehensive counterinsurgency program, the underlying social, eco-

nomic and political issues there will continue to spur regional militancy. Aware of 

the threat, Saudi Arabia has proposed a $1.5 billion economic development plan for 

Sinai; the plan is pending final approval by the Egyptian parliament. But if and 

when it is implemented, the plan will be only one small step of many that will be 

required to provide the security, sound governance and economic opportunities 

needed to stabilize the peninsula. In the meantime, jihadists will continue to recruit 

and operate in the peninsula. 

 

 
https://www.stratfor.com/ 
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Mali : COMMENT LôINSECURITE SôEST-ELLE 
TRANSPORTEE DU NORD AU CENTRE DU PAYS 

27 juin 2016 

Analyse des causes profondes de la violence et comment agir pour pr®venir 
lôins®curit® et le radicalisme des jeunes pasteurs nomades ? 

La multiplication dô®pisodes violents dans le centre du Mali, depuis la moiti® 
de lôann®e 2015, d®montre ¨ quel point la paix reste fragile. La signature de 
lôaccord pour la paix et lôamorce dôun processus de r®conciliation ont certes 
marqu® une avanc®e pour le gouvernement, mais la stabilit® demeure pr®caire 
dans les r®gions Centre et Nord, comme en t®moignent la naissance r®cente de 
lôalliance nationale pour la sauvegarde de lôidentit® peulh et la restauration de 
la justice (ANSIPRJ). Lôextr®misme violent gagnant du terrain chez les com-
munaut®s nomades du centre du Mali, il sôagit de trouver quelques explica-
tions empiriques ¨ ce ph®nom¯ne, avec une analyse discursive ¨ lôappui. Com-
ment lôins®curit® sôest-elle transport®e du nord au centre du pays ? Pourquoi 
la r®gion de Mopti est-elle consid®r®e comme lôune des plus ins®curis®e de nos 
jours ? Quels sont les acteurs qui animent les violences dans le centre du Mali ? 
Quelles sont les causes profondes de ces violences ? Comment agir pour pr®ve-
nir lôins®curit® et le radicalisme des jeunes des pasteurs nomades ? 

 

Lôoccupation du centre du Mali par les mouvements rebelles et djihadistes en 
2012 

La r®bellion de 2012 est la cinqui¯me du genre dans le septentrion malien. La parti-
cularit® de cette derni¯re r®volte r®side dans sa capacit® ¨ d®stabiliser un £tat d®j¨ 
affaibli par les all®gations de corruption et per­u comme injuste et laxiste par une 
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partie de lôopinion malienne. La chute du r®gime de Mouammar Kadhafi en Libye, 
a ®t® un facteur important dans le d®clenchement de cette crise au Mali. Si au d®-
part, la r®bellion visait ¨ chasser des r®gions nord les forces arm®es et les agents de 
lô£tat en vue de proclamer ç lôind®pendance de lô£tat de lôAzawad è, ses objectifs 
ont finalement ®t® d®tourn®s par des djihadistes et des narcotrafiquants ayant fini 
par chasser le MNLA des principales villes du nord. Entretemps, la r®gion de 
Mopti est entr®e dans la danse avec lôoccupation enti¯re du cercle de Douentza par 
les rebelles touaregs du MNLA, puis par les djihadistes du Mouvement de lôUnici-
t® du Jihad en Afrique de lôOuest (MUJAO). Traditionnellement, les Peuls exer-
­ant le pastoralisme ont toujours ®t® en tension avec les Touareg, autour des ques-
tions li®es ¨ lôexploitation des ressources pastorales et le vol de b®tail, dans cette 
r®gion. Beaucoup de Peuls nomades, dans le cercle de Douentza se souviennent 
am¯rement des razzias conduites par le nomm® Marouchal, un guerrier touareg de 
la fraction Ibogholitane de la zone de Inadiafane, dont les fils ®taient les repr®sen-
tants du MNLA pendant lôoccupation. Craignant la restauration dôune h®g®monie 
touar¯gue dans la r®gion, les pasteurs peuls ont vite fait all®geance au MUJAO. 
Ces alli®s du MUJAO seraient majoritairement constitu®s de Peuls Toleeb® du Ni-
ger et Jelgoob® du Burkina Faso. Le fil identitaire a ®t® le principal facteur mobili-
sateur des Peuls du Hayr® et du Seeno en faveur dôune int®gration dans les rangs 
du MUJAO en 2012. En plus de cela, cette communaut® semblait °tre assoiff®e de 
justice. La justice ®tatique per­ue par bon nombre de gens comme corrompue en 
laquelle les communaut®s nomades ne se reconnaissent pas. Le MUJAO, d¯s ses 
premi¯res heures dôoccupation du cercle de Douentza, a tenu ¨ d®livrer une ç jus-
tice ®quitable è pour davantage gagner la confiance des pasteurs nomades peuls. 
Lôins®curit® grandissante, qui sôest traduite par les multiples vols de b®tails, les 
braquages pendant les jours de foire et les assassinats cibl®s, est le principal motif 
qui a pouss® dôautres Peuls ¨ rallier les rangs du MUJAO. 

De la reconqu°te du nord ¨ la nouvelle crise du centre 

Le 11 janvier 2013, la reconqu°te des r®gions nord et centre du Mali d®buta ¨ tra-
vers lôop®ration Serval men®e par lôarm®e fran­aise. Ainsi, les djihadistes furent 
d®rout®s et leur r°ve de faire de Mopti la capitale de leur ®ph®m¯re ç £tat isla-
mique è fut bris®. Apr¯s les bombardements des positions des djihadistes par les 
troupes de lôop®ration Serval, lôarm®e malienne proc®da au ç ratissage è, en com-
battant les djihadistes, ainsi quôaux enqu°tes et arrestations des personnes ayant 
rejoint les rangs des djihadistes ou rebelles. 

Plusieurs personnes ont ®t® interpel®es dans les campements peuls, dont les leaders 
de pasteurs nomades qui avaient rejoint ou envoy® leurs proches dans les camps 
dôentrainement du MUJAO ¨ Gao. Des t®moignages concordants affirment que 
des proches des chefferies traditionnelles (®lites locales) auraient facilit® la mise 
en relation entre vendeurs dôarmes et pasteurs peuls souhaitant sôarmer. Ces 
m°mes ®lites sont accus®es par les pasteurs dô°tre leurs d®nonciateurs aupr¯s de 
lôarm®e malienne apr¯s la reconqu°te. 

Depuis la signature de lôaccord pour la Paix et la R®conciliation, except® les con-
flits intercommunautaires ayant oppos® diff®rentes fractions touar¯gues (Imghads 
du GATIA aux Ifoghas voire Idaksahaq ou Daoussahak de la CMA) et quelques 
attaques ciblant les forces militaires onusiennes et maliennes, les r®gions nord du 
Mali connaissent une certaine accalmie. Les mouvements arm®s du nord, apr¯s 
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sô°tre livr®s pendant des mois ¨ une guerre fratricide autour du contr¹le territorial de 
certaines localit®s avec des enjeux ®conomiques ®normes, se sont donn®s rendez-
vous ¨ Anefis (r®gion de Kidal) pour enterrer la hache de guerre par un dialogue in-
tercommunautaire. ê ce sujet, International Crisis Group, dans son dernier rap-
port paru ¨ la mi-d®cembre 2015, sôinterroge sur les chances dôaboutissement de 
cette ç Paix dôen basè. Dans le prolongement de cette initiative, un forum a ®t® orga-
nis® le 28 mars 2016 ¨ Kidal par la CMA, sur financement du gouvernement malien 
destin® ¨ ent®riner le processus d®clench® ¨ An®fis. Il est ¨ noter que ni le gouverne-
ment du Mali ni la plateforme, actrice principale de la rencontre intercommunautaire 
dôAnefis, nôont pris part ¨ cette rencontre de Kidal. 

Entretemps, le centre du Mali est devenu le nouveau th®©tre des violences li®es ¨ la 
crise depuis quelques mois. Si les attaques perp®tr®es contre les forces arm®es ma-
liennes et quelques ®lites locales dans la r®gion de Mopti sont souvent attribu®es au 
Front de lib®ration du Macina, certains de nos interlocuteurs affirment tout le con-
traire. Un pasteur nomade de la r®gion de Mopti t®moigne ainsi : ç Nous ne connais-
sons pas le Front de lib®ration du Macina. Nous nôen faisons pas partie. Le seul 
sentiment qui nous anime est celui de pouvoir nous lib®rer du joug de la domination 
de nos ®lites. Nous avons pendant longtemps subi toutes les formes dôexploitation 
par lôadministration en complicit® avec nos ®lites, les occupants (MNLA et MUJAO) 
nous ont d®livr®s de cette nouvelle forme dôesclavage et ils veulent quôon abandonne 
d®finitivement les armes pour quôils fassent encore de nous leurs moutons, quôils 
nous fassent tout ce quôils veulent comme ils lôont fait auparavant. Nous ne sommes 
pas dôaccord ! La crise de 2012 nous a ®veill®s, nous pasteurs nomades. Apr¯s la 
reconqu°te, lôarm®e a commis des crimes sur des pasteurs nomades et on nous a 
extorqu®s beaucoup dôargent. Côest pourquoi beaucoup dôentre nous se trouvent en 
brousse avec des armes en train de sensibiliser les nomades ¨ rester engag®s et vigi-
lants. Tant que lôarm®e continuera ¨ arr°ter nos parents, ¨ les maltraiter et ¨ les 
transf®rer dans les prisons ¨ Bamako, nous aussi nous allons poursuivre notre 
lutte. è  Depuis lôannonce en janvier 2015 sur les m®dias occidentaux de la cr®ation 
du Front de lib®ration du Macina (FLM), dont le principal leader serait le pr®dica-
teur peul Hamadou Diallo, dit Hamadou Kouffa, issu du nom de son village natal 
Kouffa, les Peuls de la r®gion de Mopti sont devenus une cible potentielle pour les 
forces arm®es pendant leurs op®rations anti-terroristes. Lôanalyse que font les jour-
nalistes et les chercheurs sur le Front de lib®ration du Macina est tr¯s diff®rente de 
celle des communaut®s sur le terrain. Les populations rencontr®es dans la r®gion de 
Mopti (Mopti, Douentza, Boni, Mondoro, T®nenkou) lors de nos enqu°tes pensent 
que le FLM, en tant que mouvement structur® avec des combattants et des arme-
ments lourds, nôexiste pas. Elles mettent la plupart des r®centes violences sous le 
coup des r¯glements de compte et de la frustration. Un cadre peul, ancien pr®sident 
de lôAssembl®e nationale du Mali et fervent d®fenseur de la cause peule, soutient ¨ 
propos du FLM : ç Ne suivent Hamadou Kouffa que les bandits et les opportunistes. 
Kouffa a certes une belle voix et il pr°che bien mais ®couter ses pr°ches ne fait pas 
automatiquement de quelquôun un extr®miste. Que lôarm®e cesse de faire lôamal-
game ! Le FLM nôest quôune pure invention des services de renseignement fran-
­ais è. 

Selon sept jeunes pasteurs nomades, ressortissants du cercle de Douentza arr°t®s ¨ la 
mi-janvier par les militaires de lôOp®ration Seeno et transf®r®s ¨ Bamako sous le 
soup­on dôune appartenance aux groupes djihadistes : ç Nous avons ®t® arr°t®s sans 
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preuve et transf®r®s dans une prison ¨ Bamako. Depuis des mois, côest le m°me 
sc®nario qui se poursuit dans notre zone. Les Peuls sont accus®s ¨ tort et ¨ travers 
dô°tre des djihadistes. Tous les campements peuls se sont vid®s de nos jours. Tous 
nos parents sont partis se r®fugier au Burkina Faso par crainte de se faire arr°ter 
par lôarm®e malienne. è 

Les forces gouvernementales ont men® des op®rations militaires contre les groupes 
arm®s islamistes qui ont fr®quemment d®bouch® sur des arrestations arbitraires, des 
mauvais traitements et des actes de torture. Les FAMA ont souvent ®t® impliqu®es 
dans de graves abus, prenant pour cible des civils des communaut®s peule et dogon. 
Ces abus ont g®n®ralement cess® apr¯s que les militaires ont remis les d®tenus aux 
mains des gendarmes, soutient une analyse de Human Rights Watch. 

Par ailleurs, il ressort de nombre de t®moignages que les violences qui touchent le 
centre du Mali ont pour causes les clivages intercommunautaires et les frustrations 
des communaut®s, en majorit® nomades, contre leurs propres ®lites au niveau local, 
et contre les agents de lô£tat. Avec le retour des repr®sentants de lô£tat, en effet, les 
communaut®s nomades arm®es sous lôoccupation djihadiste ont ®t® contraintes par 
les services de s®curit® (gendarmerie) ¨ se d®sarmer. Selon la plupart de nos infor-
mateurs, certains gendarmes, en complicit® avec des ®lites locales, ont exig® le paie-
ment de contraventions aux d®tenteurs dôarmes. Ces sommes sô®l¯veraient en 
moyenne entre cent mille FCFA (152,45 EUR) et six cent mille (914,7 EUR). Les 
op®rations de ratissage men®es par les forces arm®es maliennes dans le cadre de 
lôOp®ration Seno, ciblant les Peuls suspect®s dô°tre des djihadistes ou de collaborer 
avec le Front de lib®ration du Macina, semblent cependant nôavoir aucun impact sur 
la s®curit® et la lutte contre le terrorisme dans le centre du Mali. Elles ont, au con-
traire, ¨ en croire les t®moignages recueillis aupr¯s des victimes de ces arrestations, 
pouss® les communaut®s nomades ¨ se radicaliser davantage. Pendant lôoccupation 
djihadiste, la plupart des leaders peuls ayant fait all®geance au MUJAO avaient 
avou® que leur intention nô®tait pas de combattre lô£tat. M°me sôil faut souligner au 
passage que certains dôentre eux reprochaient aux agents de lô£tat dô°tre corrompus 
et partiaux lors de la gestion des conflits inter et intracommunautaires. Par cons®-
quent, côest souvent en r®action aux exactions des forces arm®es que certains ressor-
tissants des communaut®s locales se positionnent d®sormais en ennemis de lô£tat 
malien et sôen prennent ¨ toute personne soup­onn®e de collaborer avec les repr®-
sentants de lôadministration. Beaucoup dôentre eux ont ®galement rejoint les dji-
hadistes pour avoir acc¯s aux armes, savoir les manier ¨ des fins dôautoprotection. 

Ainsi, le djihad est devenu un alibi pour ces communaut®s nomades en vue dôat-
teindre leurs objectifs dôautod®fense. Aussi, les assassinats du chef de village de Do-
go, du commer­ant dogon dans le village dôIss¯ye (Mondoro), du conseiller de vil-
lage de Boni, du fils du chef de village de Wouro Allaye T¯me (Mondoro) etc., sur-
venus tous dans la r®gion de Mopti, sont ¨ consid®rer comme des r¯glements de 
compte ¨ la suite de conflits anciens mal ou non g®r®s par la justice ®tatique. 

Impossible de clore ce chapitre sans ®voquer les affrontements intercommunautaires, 
entre Peuls et Bambaras, qui ont eu lieu dans la commune de Kar®ri (Cercle de T®-
nenkou) faisant une trentaine de morts dans le rang des Peuls. Selon plusieurs 
sources concordantes : ç Deux Bambaras du village de Kar®ri, dont le 3e adjoint 
au maire, ont ®t® tu®s par des djihadistes qui seraient des Peuls de la zone. En re-
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pr®sailles, les Bambaras se sont constitu®s en milice dôauto-d®fense pour faire 
face aux attaques des Peuls. ê cet effet, ils ont tu® six Peuls le samedi 30 mai et 
une vingtaine le dimanche 1er mai. è. 

Le gouvernement a rapidement d®p°ch® une d®l®gation minist®rielle sur place pour 
r®concilier les deux communaut®s. ê noter que le pr®sident de Tapital Pulaaku, un 
mouvement d®di® ¨ la promotion de la culture peule et ¨ la d®fense des int®r°ts de la 
communaut® peule, faisait partie de cette mission gouvernementale. Le gouverne-
ment ®tait une fois de plus interpel® pour restaurer la s®curit® sur tout le territoire 
national afin de pr®venir la multiplication dôaffrontements intercommunautaires qui 
mettent en p®ril les avanc®es en mati¯re de r®conciliation et de vivre ensemble au 
Mali. 

La revendication politique des pasteurs peuls du Hayr® et du Seeno via lôAsso-
ciation Dewral Pulaaku 

LôAssociation Dewral Pulaaku a ®t® cr®®e pendant les premi¯res heures de la recon-
qu°te des r®gions centre et nord du Mali. Elle est une initiative des pasteurs nomades 
du Hayr® et du Seeno (r®gion de Mopti). Selon les textes r®glementaires de ladite 
association, elle a pour objectifs de promouvoir le pastoralisme, pr®venir les conflits 
inter et intracommunautaires, d®fendre et prot®ger les droits des pasteurs nomades 
etc. Dewral, malgr® quôelle soit officiellement une association ¨ but apolitique, pour-
rait °tre consid®r®e comme une organisation d®fendant les int®r°ts politiques, so-
ciaux et ®conomiques des Peuls du Hayr® et du Seeno. Elle est essentiellement cons-
titu®e de Peuls dont des Seedoob® (pasteurs nomades), des Weheebe (®lites locales) 
et des Diawamb®. D¯s sa cr®ation, elle a ®t® d®nonc®e par certaines ®lites politiques 
(Weheebe) comme une organisation djihadiste cherchant ¨ se l®galiser puisque son 
pr®sident lui-m°me avait rejoint le MUJAO en 2012. ê la question de savoir pour-
quoi il avait rejoint le MUJAO, le pr®sident de Dewral Pulaaku et non moins chef de 
village de Boulekessi (situ® ¨ la fronti¯re Burkinab®) soutient : 

ç Au moment de lôoccupation de la zone par le MNLA, les Touaregs nous ont fait 
souffrir. Ils nous ont interdit lôacc¯s ¨ des p©turages dans la brousse, de cultiver 
nos champs et ont tu® un de mes cousins en violant ®galement sa femme. Jôavais 
®t® menac® de mort et il a fallu que je fuie de chez moi pour aller me r®fugier au 
Burkina Faso puis ¨ San (r®gion de S®gou). Côest ce qui môa motiv® ¨ identifier 
des bras valides dans ma zone pour les amener ¨ sôentrainer dans les camps du 
MUJAO ¨ Gao. Moi-m°me jô®tais avec eux ¨ Gao. Côest avec le d®clenchement de 
Serval que nous avons ®t® dispers®s et on a m°me perdu un jeune lors des bom-
bardements de lôop®ration fran­aise. Je tiens ¨ pr®ciser que nous nôavons pas pris 
les armes pour attaquer lô£tat malien mais pour nous d®fendre contre nos enne-
mis. Cô®tait dans le but de lôautoprotection. é Côest pourquoi avec la reconqu°te, 
nous avons cr®® Dewral Pulaaku pour d®fendre et prot®ger les int®r°ts des pas-
teurs nomades. Notre association est loin dô°tre une organisation terroriste. è 

La cr®ation de Dewral est strat®gique et semble avoir ®t® m¾rement r®fl®chie. Les 
nomades qui ont rejoint ou soutenu moralement le MUJAO se sentaient menac®s par 
le retour de la ç normalit® è. Des menaces qui allaient de la discrimination aux arres-
tations, ce malgr® les plaidoyers des cadres peuls et de la section Droits de lôhomme 
de la MINUSMA pour innocenter les personnes ayant poss®d® des armes pendant la 
crise. La strat®gie de Dewral a consist® ¨ unifier les nomades pour ®viter quôils 
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soient confront®s individuellement aux d®fis qui les attendaient. Entre temps, les ten-
sions entre ®lites et pasteurs dans les communes de Boni (Haµr®) et de Mondoro 
(Seeno) ne fl®chissent pas. Dôune part, les ®lites accusent les pasteurs dô°tre les au-
teurs des attaques et des assassinats cibl®s dans la r®gion. Dôautre part, les pasteurs 
accusent les ®lites dô°tre leurs d®nonciateurs aupr¯s de lôarm®e. Les multiples arres-
tations des pasteurs nomades par lôarm®e malienne ont frustr® beaucoup dôentre eux. 
Ces arrestations, tortures et parfois assassinats commis par lôarm®e sont per­us 
comme des abus par les pasteurs peuls et nourrissent d®sormais un ressentiment en-
vers toute personne proche de lô£tat. Les opposants politiques locaux dans la com-
mune du Haµr® ont saisi lôopportunit® que leur offrait cette association, ¨ travers sa 
forte capacit® de mobilisation de pasteurs nomades qui constituent un ®lectorat im-
portant, en se faisant ®lire dans le bureau de ladite association pour pouvoir b®n®fi-
cier de lô®lectorat des nomades pendant les ®lections locales prochaines. 

La premi¯re assembl®e ayant abouti ¨ la cr®ation de Dewral sôest tenue ¨ Simbi dans 
la commune du Haµr® (r®gion de Mopti) en juin 2014 et a regroup® des Peuls venant 
de neuf communes du cercle de Douentza. Lôexistence de Dewral est tr¯s menac®e 
par des enjeux de leadership. Un conflit latent qui ne dit pas son nom menace la sur-
vie de lôassociation. Deux camps se disputent le contr¹le de Dewral : le camp de 
Amirou Boulekessi (pr®sident de lôassociation et chef de village de Boulekessi) 
et celui de Amirou Grimari (tr®sorier de lôassociation et chef de village de Gri-
mari). Le second reproche au premier de sôengager dans des n®gociations pour 
lôint®gration des membres de lôorganisation dans le DDR. Alors quô̈  lôorigine 
elle nôest pas un mouvement arm®. 

Enjeux de lôescalade de la violence dans la r®gion de Mopti 

Les personnes rencontr®es pendant nos derni¯res visites, entre janvier et mars 2016 
dans la r®gion de Mopti, sont tr¯s pessimistes sur lôam®lioration des conditions s®cu-
ritaires dans la zone. La menace est pr®sente des deux c¹t®s : les communaut®s sont 
menac®es par les forces arm®es ¨ la recherche des djihadistes et par ces derniers, qui 
m¯nent des repr®sailles contre les populations apr¯s chaque visite des FAMA dans 
leur zone. 

Le Delta central du Niger (Bourgou) sôaffirme depuis 2014 comme le nouveau 
th®©tre des violences commises par les mouvements djihadistes. Cette r®gion a ®t® 
choisie par les djihadistes comme lieu de refuge pendant la p®riode de crue du fleuve 
Niger ¨ cause de son acc¯s difficile. Son acc¯s pendant lôhivernage est conditionn® ¨ 
lôemprunt des moyens de locomotion fluviaux. La plupart des ®coles sont ferm®es 
dans les cercles deT®nenkou et de Youwarou. 

Les services administratifs ne fonctionnent pratiquement plus dans la plupart des 
localit®s touch®es par la menace djihadiste. La menace est actuellement beaucoup 
plus r®currente dans les cercles de T®nenkou et de Youwarou (Delta int®rieur du Ni-
ger) et dans celui de Douentza (communes du Haµr® et de Mondoro) faisant fronti¯re 
avec le Burkina Faso. Les traditionnels conflits autour des bourgouti¯res constituent 
un enjeu pendant les p®riodes dôexploitation des bourgous (p©turages). Les disputes 
entre villages voisins sur la propri®t® des bourgous ont toujours ®t® fr®quentes entre 
novembre et mars de chaque ann®e. Les djihadistes ont interdit la taxation des bour-
gous et soutiennent que le p©turage nôappartient quô̈  Dieu. Les dioros (d®tenteurs de 
droits sur les bourgous) payent le service des agents de s®curit® (gendarmerie) pour 



 

 

 

s®curiser les bourgous et exigent le paiement de taxes dôexploitation. ê la fin de jan-
vier 2015, trois gendarmes ont trouv® la mort ¨ Dialloub® (¨ une soixantaine de kilo-
m¯tre de Mopti). Selon nos informateurs, ils auraient ®t® tu®s par des djihadistes 
peuls en cavale dans le delta. 

Les Peuls et la sortie de crise au Mali 

La question peule sôest, de nos jours, invit®e dans le processus de sortie de crise au 
Mali. Il est difficile dôenvisager une paix durable au Mali sans r®soudre le probl¯me 
dôins®curit® au centre du Mali dont les animateurs sont majoritairement issus de la 
communaut® peule. La solution militaire a pourtant montr® ses limites. Des cen-
taines de personnes arr°t®es, par les FAMA dans la communaut® peule, et suspect®es 
dô°tre des djihadistes ont presque tous ®t® rel©ch®es par la justice par manque de 
preuves tangibles. Certains pensent que la solution serait de r®parer lôerreur com-
mise par lôaccord en d®mobilisant les jeunes Peuls arm®s, quôils soient djihadistes ou 
non, et en les int®grant dans le processus de DDR. Des responsables peuls, au niveau 
national, sont engag®s dans ce processus en partenariat avec la MINUSMA et des 
leaders communautaires dans la r®gion de Mopti. Dôores et d®j¨, les leaders Peuls 
dans la zone inond®e ont pu convaincre 186 jeunes arm®s pr°ts ¨ d®poser les armes 
et ¨ °tre cantonn®s. Dans le Hayr® et Seeno, soixante-dix jeunes arm®s sont pr°ts ¨ 
rallier le processus de DDR. Le but est dôavoir au moins quatre cent jeunes arm®s 
peuls et les cantonner sur un site qui sera identifi® de commun accord avec les parte-
naires. 

Dôautres estiment que tant que les conditions de vie pr®caires des pasteurs nomades 
peuls ne sont pas am®lior®es, le centre du Mali conna´tra toujours cette instabilit®. ê 
noter que la r®gion de Mopti demeure lôune des derni¯res au Mali en termes dôacc¯s 
aux services sociaux de base. Pour une sortie de crise dans le centre du Mali, la r®-
conciliation entre ®lites et pasteurs peuls, entre Peuls et leurs voisins s®dentaires 
(dogons, bambara), entre Peuls et Touaregs est n®cessaire. Ces dialogues intra et in-
tercommunautaires doivent se faire sous lôimpulsion des leaders communautaires. 

Sôil y a une ®pine dans le pied de lô£tat malien dans le cadre global de la sortie de la 
crise, côest bien la question de la stabilit® du centre du Mali. La compartimentalisa-
tion de la r®solution de la crise malienne a montr® ses limites. Il nôy a pas un conflit 
du nord et un conflit du centre. Le conflit malien doit °tre g®r® dans son enti¯ret®. 
LôAccord pour la paix et la r®conciliation est certes un acquis mais il lui est repro-
ch®, par certaines communaut®s, de favoriser les r®gions nord au d®triment du 
Centre, qui a v®cu la crise au m°me titre que celles du nord. Les violences intra et 
intercommunautaires qui s®vissent dans la r®gion de Mopti sont officiellement attri-
bu®es au Front de lib®ration du Macina (FLM) mais nos investigations sur le terrain 
nous r®v¯lent que la plupart dôentre elles sont des actes isol®s de banditisme et de 
r¯glements de comptes. Sans nous prononcer sur la question de lôexistence du FLM 
dans la r®gion de Mopti, force est de constater que ceux qui agissent, au nom ou pas 
du ç djihad è, ont souvent une conviction : celle de rendre justice. Les attentes sont 
tr¯s grandes en mati¯re de justice. Le Mali nouveau devait r®former le secteur de la 
justice en facilitant un acc¯s ®quitable ¨ la justice ¨ tous les maliens. 

http://maliactu.net/ 
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Boko Haram est en train de laisser tomber Daech pour al-
Qaida 
 
mis ¨ jour le 22/06/2016 ¨ 18:08 

 
Le groupe terroriste nig®rian est en perte de vitesse dans son fief. 
 

Une patrouille de soldats nig®rians dans la r®gion de Bosso, le 17 juin 2016. IS-
SOUF SANOGO / AFP 
En un an, le groupe terroriste Boko Haram a perdu beaucoup de terrain. Une coali-
tion r®gionale men®e par les arm®es nig®riane, camerounaise et tchadienne a r®duit ¨ 
quelques poches les territoires contr¹les par les combattants djihadistes dans le nord-
est du Nigeria.  
 
Un d®clin qui coµncide, hasard ou pas, avec la date o½ Boko Haram a choisi de pr°ter 
all®geance ¨ l'Etat islamique (çDaechè en arabe). C'®tait en mars 2015. ê cette p®-
riode, l'alliance entre les deux groupes djihadistes inqui®tait fortement les puissances 
occidentales, qui y voyait un moyen pour la secte nig®riane de recruter de nouveaux 
soldats, d'acqu®rir des armes plus perfectionn®es et d'apprendre des techniques de 
gu®rilla enseign®es par Daech. Dans sa revue officielle, Dabiq, l'Etat isla-
mique conseillait d'ailleurs aux volontaires d'aller grossir les rangs de Boko Haram.  
 
Mais depuis tout a chang®. çLa faiblesse actuelle de Boko Haram peut en partie °tre 
attribu®e ¨ sa d®cision de se joindre ¨ l'Etat islamiqueè, explique le magazine 
Foreign Policy dans une longue analyse.  

Une çmarqueè sur le d®clin? 

En effet, avant de s'allier avec l'Etat islamique, Boko Haram nouait des alliances 
avec des groupes terroristes locaux, dont al-Qaida au Maghreb islamique (Aqmi), 
qui lui permettait par exemple de s'approvisionner en armes ¨ travers des r®seaux 

Nigeria 

http://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2015/03/12/l-etat-islamique-accepte-l-allegeance-de-boko-haram_4592766_3212.html
http://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2015/03/12/l-etat-islamique-accepte-l-allegeance-de-boko-haram_4592766_3212.html
http://www.slateafrique.com/636565/le-danger-du-groupe-ei-croit-en-afrique-previennent-des-experts
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/06/20/boko-harams-buyers-remorse/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/06/20/boko-harams-buyers-remorse/


 

 

 

nou®s dans la zone d®sertique du Sahel, de la Mauritanie ¨ la Somalie, analyse 
Foreign Policy. Mais en pr°tant all®geance ¨ Daech, Boko Haram s'est mis ¨ dos 
Aqmi et les autres groupes locaux.Comme nous le racontions sur Slate.fr, c'est en 
sous-traitant ses attaques ¨ des groupes arm®s locaux qu'Aqmi a fait son retour au 
premier plan sur le continent depuis le d®but de l'ann®e 2015.  
 
Pour Samuel Nguembock, chercheur ¨ l'Institut des relations internationales et strat®-
giques (Iris), les alliances nou®es par Aqmi en Afrique sont des actes tr¯s rationnels. 
çC'est une adaptation au rapport de force sur le terrain. L'acc®l®ration des attentats 
est une strat®gie de survie. Daech a gagn® beaucoup de terrain en peu de temps, et 
­a ®t® l'inverse pour Aqmi. Face ¨ cette r®alit®, le groupe a d¾ se r®organiser et 
nouer des alliancesè, expliquait ¨ Slate.fr ce sp®cialiste du terrorisme au Sahel. 

Retour dans le giron 

Surtout, Daech n'a pas apport® l'aide escompt®e ¨ Boko Haram. Comme le pointe 
Foreign Policy, le çcalifatè a depuis un an largement concentr® ses efforts sur la Li-
bye en Afrique, plut¹t qu'au Nigeria. Aujourd'hui, Boko Haram pourrait donc bien 
revenir dans le giron d'al-Qaida, qui a tristement accru son pouvoir de nuisance en 
Afrique de l'Ouest depuis quelques mois, avec des attaques terroristes de grand am-
pleur men®es ¨ Ouagadougou, Bamako et Grand-Bassam.  
 
çSi Boko Haram mettait soudainement fin ¨ son alliance avec l'Etat islamique, cela 
enverrait un puissant message aux autres groupes affili®s ¨ al-Qaida avec l'id®e que 
l'Etat islamique est une marque sur le d®clinè, conclut Foreign Policy.  
 
http://www.slateafrique.com/ 
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Boko Haram's buyer's remorse 

  

When Boko Haram pledged loyalty to the Islamic State in March 2015, it seemed to 
signal that the jihadi world was bending in the direction of the self-proclaimed cali-
phate. At the time, Boko Haram held more territory than any other Islamic State 
"province" outside the group's stronghold in Syria and Iraq, and it looked poised to 
expand from Nigeria into Cameroon, Niger, and Chad. The pledge of allegiance was 
also seen as a deep blow to al-Qaida, the traditional jihadist standard bearer, with 
whom Boko Haram had enjoyed a long if undeclared relationship. Islamic State, it-
self once an al-Qaida affiliate, was not just eating into al-Qaida's potential pool of 
recruits - it was attempting to gobble up entire branches of the organization. 

The tables have turned dramatically since then. Today, al-Qaida has an opportunity 
to bring Boko Haram back into its orbit, a move that would cripple the Islamic 
State's already faltering global expansion efforts. Factions within the Nigerian mili-
tant group appear to have significant buyer's remorse when it comes to the group's 
defection to the Islamic State's camp. 

Despite the occasional spectacular attack or bloody offensive, Boko Haram today is 
substantially weaker, and controls much less territory, than when the group was re-
christened as the Islamic State's West Africa Province. And its relationship with the 
group bears a healthy portion of the blame. 

Consider Boko Haram's presence in Borno State, which is where the group was 
founded and where it has carried out more than 75 percent of its attacks. Boko Ha-
ram was the dominant military force in Borno State at the time of its pledge to the 
Islamic State, and it was bearing down on the regional capital of Maiduguri. Today, 
by contrast, it reportedly holds only two medium-sized towns in the state, although 
large parts of northern Nigeria remain insecure. 

The loss of territory has coincided with a decline in high-profile attacks - there has-
n't been one in the Nigerian capital, Abuja, since October 2015 - and the arrest of a 
number of the group's key leaders by Cameroonian security forces. Meanwhile, the 
escape last month of one of the more than 200 schoolgirls kidnapped two years ago 
from the town of Chibok - and Boko Haram's apparent willingness to negotiate the 
release of the others - suggests that the group is finding it difficult to hold hostages 
as its stronghold shrinks and the pressure from a regional military coalition grows. 

Boko Haram's current weakness can be attributed in part to its decision to join the 
Islamic State. As the militaries of Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon, and Chad bore down 
on the Nigerian Islamists last year, one might have expected the group's fighters to 
find shelter outside their home country. This is what they did the last time Boko Ha-
ram came under significant pressure from the Nigerian military. From 2009 to 2010, 
when Nigerian security forces were in the midst of a bloody crackdown on Boko 
Haram members and sympathizers, the militant group was able to melt away into 
neighboring countries as well as into more distant troubled states - such as Maurita-
nia, Sudan, and Somalia - with the help of al-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) 
and to a lesser extent the Somali militant group al-Shaabab, which publicly pledged 
allegiance to al-Qaida in 2012. 

But since it can no longer rely on the support of al-Qaida, which is the dominant 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/unrest-conflicts-war/terrorism/boko-haram-ORCIG000119-topic.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/unrest-conflicts-war/islamic-state-ORCIG000120-topic.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/unrest-conflicts-war/terrorism/al-qaeda-ORCIG000003751-topic.html


 

 

 

force in the Sahel region, Boko Haram has lost its nearby safe havens and been 
forced to seek help in far-away Libya, where the Islamic State has carved out a de 
facto regional capital in Sirte. (Even this base is not assured, since Islamic State in 
Libya has come under increasing pressure from Libyan government-allied and anti-
Islamic State forces.) 

Even Boko Haram's propaganda efforts have faltered since it hitched its wagon to 
the Islamic State. In early 2015, the group's media capabilities took a noticeable leap 
forward, almost certainly as a result of the Islamic State's assistance. But since then, 
Boko Haram's propaganda department has actually taken several steps backward. So 
far this year, the group has released only two videos of unimpressive quality: one 
affirming loyalty to its leader, Abubakar Shekau, and to Islamic State caliph Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi; and another chronicling an attack in Bosso, Niger. And in an ap-
parent slight, videos released by the Islamic State's flagship province in Libya no 
longer encourage West African fighters to wage jihad in Nigeria. Instead, they call 
on these foreign militants to travel to Libya. Meanwhile, al-Qaida affiliates have up-
graded their media capabilities across the board. Improvements in the propaganda 
produced by AQIM, al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), and Syria-based 
Nusra Front are striking. 

Boko Haram's record of failure as an Islamic State affiliate offers al-Qaida an open-
ing to win back its former partner -or at least persuade it that its allegiance to the 
Islamic State has become more of a liability than an advantage. Elsewhere al-Qaida 
has contested the Islamic State's encroachments on its territory through a combina-
tion of military force, intelligence work, crafty propaganda, and effective coalition 
building. 

Take for example its role in bringing about the implosion of the Islamic Movement 
of Uzbekistan (IMU) in Afghanistan. After the IMU joined the budding caliphate in 
August 2015, the Taliban, which has resumed close cooperation with al-Qaida, 
launched a major offensive against its erstwhile ally that killed over 100 IMU fight-
ers, as well as its emir, Usman Ghazi. On Twitter, one IMU supporter marveled that 
"what America and its agents could not do in 14 years, the Taliban did in 24 hours." 

Al-Qaida has likewise helped publicize and accelerate the internal implosion of the 
Islamic State's Yemen affiliate, which at its height managed to carry out spectacular 
attacks on Yemeni soil but never controlled territory. That affiliate has been 
wracked by several waves of defections, including one in December 2015 that saw 
some 70 fighters and senior leaders announce their break with the group on Twitter. 
AQAP, which until recently controlled a considerable amount of coastal territory, 
capitalized on the flop by tirelessly working to publicize these defections from the 
Islamic State. For example, it posted a video of one Islamic State defector detailing 
the group's fabrications in its propaganda videos, including its use of actors to play 
dead enemy soldiers. Particularly amusing to the online jihadi community was the 
defector's claim that the group used the soft drink Vimto as fake blood. 

The stage has been set for a similar al-Qaida resurgence in Nigeria. One potential 
strategy for the group would involve building up a new pro-al-Qaida jihadi network 
in Nigeria that is designed to eclipse Boko Haram or pry away its members. To this 
end, AQIM could try to unite its Fulani members in Mali with Fulanis in Nigeria 
under a charismatic figure like Amadou Koufa, the leader of the Massina Liberation 
Front, an AQIM-created Malian faction that counts many West African Fulanis 
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among its ranks. This could achieve a unified AQIM framework that stretches from 
Mali to Nigeria, allowing the group to exploit the grievances of Muslim Fulani 
herdsman, who have long felt abandoned and exploited by the governments of both 
countries. 

Al-Qaida might also choose to negotiate directly with the leaders of friendly Boko 
Haram elements like the splinter group Ansaru, which could serve as a vehicle for 
sparking mass defections from Boko Haram. Although the top Ansaru commander, 
Khalid al-Barnawi, was arrested earlier this year, there are still key figures within 
the splinter group who maintain high-level contacts with AQIM and al-Shabaab, 
such as Mamman Nur, who masterminded the 2011 bombing of the United Nations 
headquarters in Abuja. The task of prying away Boko Haram's foot soldiers might 
be made easier by Shekau's alleged flight to Libya, together with a key cadre of Is-
lamic State loyalists, after facing increased pressure from the Nigerian-led regional 
military coalition. 

Should Boko Haram ultimately turn its back on the Islamic State, it would send an 
enormous shockwave through the global jihadi movement. The Nigerian militant 
group is by far the highest-profile organization to leave an existing terrorist network 
to pledge allegiance to the Islamic State. If it were to suddenly cut ties with the Iraq- 
and Syria-based caliphate, it would send a powerful message to other al-Qaida affili-
ates toying with the idea of Islamic State membership: Baghdadi's caliphate is a dy-
ing brand. But as brutal as it is, the Islamic State's implosion would not herald an 
overall diminishment of the global jihadi threat. On the contrary, it would under-
score that an even thornier problem remains: al-Qaida, during its time under the ra-
dar, has become an even more formidable foe. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/ 
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Somaliaôs Al-Shabaab Down but Far from Out 

27 June 2016 

 

A Somali soldier takes position at the scene of a suicide attack by al Shabaab mili-
tants in capital Mogadishu on 21 June 2015. REUTERS/Feisal Omar 

Somaliaôs militant group, Al-Shabaab, has often defied its adversariesô claims that it 
is in decline. In recent months, however, the movement has suffered setbacks, in-
cluding territorial losses, high-ranking commanders killed and defections. The So-
mali Federal Government (SFG) and its internal, regional and international allies 
need to be clear-sighted about the reasons for these, and what they can do to stop 
another Al-Shabaab recovery. 

Al-Shabaabôs set-backs ï and fewer attacks by the movement during the Ramadan 
holy Muslim month of fasting than in previous years ï are the result of three distinct 
and unrelated factors. First, an enhanced and largely externally directed and funded 
campaign including drone strikes has eliminated high-profile leaders and diminished 
its military capacity. Second, some of Somaliaôs new federal units are demonstrating 
greater military effectiveness, even if they and the government still rely primarily on 
clan-based militias. Third, the Islamic State (IS) has challenged Al-Shabaabôs great-
est internal vulnerability ï its ideological cohesion. 

Whether the Somali government and its allies can advance their cause will largely 
depend on greater agreement on priorities and coordination of action ï no easy task, 
given the wide and diverse range of external and internal actors. 

The Impact of U.S. Strikes 

Somalia 

http://blog.crisisgroup.org/assets/files/somalia-27june16.jpg
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The U.S. has already stepped up its longstanding campaign against individual Al-
Shabaab commanders and attacking the groupôs military capacity. Drone strikes and 
ground operations have killed at least five Al-Shabaab leaders: Abdirahman 
Sandhere ñUkashò, from the combat operations wing (jabha), in December 2015; 
Hassan Ali Dhore, from the security and intelligence wing (amniyat) in March 2016; 
Daud Maôalim (also known as Yusuf Haji), also from the amniyat, in May 2016; and 
Maôalim Aden Hassan, a military instructor, in June 2016. 

The U.S. army also claims that a drone strike in March this year killed 150 militants 
in a training camp in the Hiiraan region. Other successful assaults were launched by 
the U.S. contractor-trained Somali ñThunderò (Danab) Brigade ï an elite, 570-
strong commando force ï from its Baladogle military air base in the Lower Shabelle 
region. Most recently the brigade killed Mohammed Mahmoud Ali ñDulyadeenò or 
ñKunoò, a leading commander reportedly responsible for the attack on Kenyaôs 
Garissa university college that killed 147 students. 

 

http://m.voanews.com/a/troops-who-killed-garissa-raid-planner-sought-capture/3365816.html
http://blog.crisisgroup.org/assets/files/somalia-map-new-28-june.png
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The Clan Resistance and Islamic State Encroachment 

Another important strike against Al-Shabaab came from some Somali clans, a rever-
sal of Al-Shabaabôs usually deft management of clan relations. In February 2016, 
Abgal clan militias forced the group out of several locations in the Middle Shabelle 
region following resistance against alms (zakat) demands; Gugundhabe ñMaôawis 
Leiò clan militias did the same in Hiiraan, as did the original clan-based Sufi-
inspired anti-Al-Shabaab militia Ahlu Sunna Wal Jamaôa in Gedo (with the help of 
Ethiopian forces). The now more substantive federal states and interim administra-
tions have also used their clan-based militias. In March 2016, for example, Al-
Shabaab units were caught between the Somali National Army, Puntlandôs 
ñDarwiishò forces and Galmudug Interim Administration militias as they attempted 
to enter the Mudug region and its port town of Garaôad. 

The IS factor is the latest playing into a number of internal divisions that are argua-
bly more deadly to Al-Shabaab than the military forces pitted against it. 

The March 2016 losses in Mudug were the result of Al-Shabaabôs botched attempts 
to move fighters toward their Golis mountain stronghold between Puntland and So-
maliland as the group tried to eliminate a dissident faction that had declared alle-
giance to the so-called IS. The IS factor is the latest playing into a number of 
longstanding internal divisions ï including reports of internal criticism of the current 
Emir Ahmed Diriye ñAbu Ubaidahò ï that are arguably more deadly to Al-Shabaab 
than the military forces pitted against it. The prominent Sheikh Abdulqadir 
Mumimôs October 2015 pledge of loyalty (baôya) to IS was the most high-profile of 
at least four different pro-IS dissident factions across Somalia, which Al-
Shabaabôs amniyat security wing ruthlessly began to exterminate in November 2015. 

The internal purge against suspected IS sympathisers may explain a wave of Al-
Shabaab defections to Somali government forces. These include the April defections 
of Ahmed Mohamud Afrah, a senior commander responsible for collecting tax 
(zakawat) contributions and Mohamed Hooley, a district commander in Galgadud 
region, as well as the defection of amniyat security officer Hassan Isaq Nuur in May. 
It may also explain a reshuffle of Shabaabôs governors (walis) in Lower Shabelle, 
Hiiraan and Mudug. 

A Still-Lethal Punch 

Despite these setbacks, the group can still hit hard against the Somali Federal Gov-
ernment and its allies, including the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM). 
Soft targets like government offices and hotels in Mogadishu are regularly subject to 
Al-Shabaab ñcomplex attacksò, the latest against the Naasa Hablood Hotel on 25 
June and the Ambassador Hotel on 1 June, killing civilians and a number of SFG 
officials, ministers and members of parliament with whom both venues were popu-
lar. An AMISOM base manned by an Ethiopian National Defence Forces contingent 
near the town of Halgaan, in Hiiraan region, was overrun on 9 June with significant 
casualties. Unlike the devastating attack on the Kenya Defence Force contingent in 
AMISOMôs base in El-Adde in January 2016, (Ethiopian) air power and reinforce-
ments came quickly to Halgaan and inflicted heavy casualties on Al-Shabaab. 

http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/horn-of-africa/somalia/b099-somalia-al-shabaab-it-will-be-a-long-war.aspx
http://amisom-au.org/


 

 

 

Reduced European Union funding and domestic issues are making some troop con-
tributing countries threaten a draw down, with Uganda announcing its planned exit 
in late 2017. 

Worryingly, however, AMISOM has appeared to have disengaged somewhat on the 
ground. Despite its critical role and sacrifice in removing Al-Shabaab from strategic 
locations and opening the space for political progress, it has taken both a physical 
and political beating over the last eighteen months. Reduced European Union fund-
ing and domestic issues are making some troop contributing countries threaten a 
draw down, with Uganda announcing its planned exit in late 2017. 

The Double-edged Sword of Regional Peace-support 

AMISOMôs role as both an operation against Al-Shabaab and as a peace-support 
force increasingly suffers from being dominated by nearby powers. It could almost 
be called ñIGADSOMò: Burundi aside, all troop contributing countries are members 
of East Africaôs regional peace and security organisation, the Inter-Governmental 
Authority on Development (IGAD). Kenya and Ethiopia are Somaliaôs direct neigh-
bours; part of a wider trend on the continent of neighbours participating in stabilisa-
tion or peace operations. A troop contributor that is a neighbour can more directly 
support the new federal entities with whom it shares borders and knows intimately. 
But this also risks sidelining the development of the still weak Somalia National Ar-
my, and may indirectly risk friction between the Somali Federal Government and 
federal entities, as well as between the entities themselves. 

The heavy presence of neighbouring states in the newer federal entities of Jubaland, 
South West State and Galmudug can look like a partisan foreign occupation, espe-
cially where they are still internally disputed. Al-Shabaab can easily appeal to dis-
gruntled Somali clans by charging that foreigners are manipulating internal affairs, 
then portray its role as Muslim resistance to non-Muslim powers, and implicitly, the 
defender of Somaliaôs sovereignty. 

Al-Shabaab has been a tough survivor and one of its easiest wins is that it has been 
able to split the internal and external threats it faces. 

Ethiopiaôs deployment to Somalia of the auxiliary (Ogaden) clan militias ï from its 
own federal Somali National Regional State ï has also led to clashes with non-
Ogadeni Somali clans in the shared border regions. In the medium term, with better-
armed federal entities and clans taking the fight to Al-Shabaab, AMISOM may be 
faced with more conventional tasks of inter-communal peacekeeping, tasks for 
which governments and electorates in the troop contributing countries may have lit-
tle appetite. 

Sustaining Gains Against Al-Shabaab 

Any strengthening of Somaliaôs federal states represents a threat to Al-Shabaab. 
This includes the coming elections, where local clan-based electoral colleges in each 
of the federal states will directly select MPs. This should garner greater local buy-in 
for the federal government model, if not for centrally directed government. Greater 
stabilisation support to the more substantive federal entities will also help. But to 
win back the political space and undermine Al-Shabaabôs ideology, Somali actors 
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must create and act on a coherent narrative. 

Al-Shabaab has been a tough survivor and one of its easiest wins is that it has been 
able to split the internal and external threats it faces. The divisions that IS prompts 
within Al-Shabaab are worth nothing if the Somali Federal Government does not 
offer a third way for political dialogue and accommodation, enhancing the current 
policy of individual amnesty. 

Briefing | Somalia: Al-Shabaab ï It Will Be a Long War 

Despite effective U.S. training for specialised commando units, overall attempts to 
rebuild the Somali National Army could be strengthened by better coordination 
among the large number of other states ï at least eleven others ï involved in their 
training. The reality of stronger federal entities and clan-based militias also demands 
a rethink of how Somaliaôs security forces are to be rebuilt from a less centralised 
starting point. Above all, there is an urgent need for a concerted program of recon-
ciliation at all levels, without which federal states and their clan militias are still as 
likely to fight one another (and the Somali National Army) as they are to take on Al-
Shabaab itself. 

http://blog.crisisgroup.org/  
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